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Thus ſaith the Lord, 80 tho, O Son of Man, I bave ſet thee'a — 8 | | 


the Houſe of Iſrael ; therefore thou alt bear the Word at my Mouth, and Warn 


[them from me :- When I ſay unto the Wicked, O wicked Man, thou 921. 
ſurely die ; if thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the Wicked from his Way, that c-, 
Man Pall die in bis Iniguity, but bis Blood wvill 1 require at thine Hand 2 
Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the Witked of bis Way to turn from it; if be #6 mot 
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turn from bis Way, be foall die in bis Iniquity, but thou b delivare tuo 
—!!; ten evo 
ple, and they bear thy Words, but they will not do them; for with the 
1 Mouth they em much Love, but their Heart goeth after: their Conet A 
therefore cry aloud, and ſpare not, lift up thy Voice like a Trumpet,” 2 ds 
my People their Tranſgreſſion, aud the Houſe of Jacob tbeir Sins; mn 
. ſpread forth your Hands, I will bide mine Eyes from you ; | yea be % 
1 male many Prayers, 1 will not hear Jour Hands ave full of Blood.) hh, + 
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to do Evil, learn to do well, ſeek Fudg ment, relieve the Oppreſſed; jus 
Fatberleſi, plead for the Widow ; Eby 9h and let ut reaſon „ | 
| the Lord: though your Sins be as Scarlet, they ba be as wwhite as "Woe 15 
- thou2b they be Red like Crimſon, they Pall be as Hol: If ye be willing and; 
. obedient, qe Pall eat the Good of the Land; but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye. 
© ſpall be devoured 'avith the Sword; for the Month of the Lord bath. Haben its; 
O that there cure ſuch an Heart in them, that they would feas me, and 1% 
_ all my Commandment; always, that it might be well with them, and m 
their Childven for ever | therelgre thus ſaith the Lord, in wt ths. wats ined 
glory in bis Wiſdom, neither let the mighty Man glory in bis t mt- 
4 | © wich Man glory in bis Riches; but let bim that glorie 
wnderfland:th ant knoweth me, that I am 
neſt, Fudg ment, and Righteouſneſs in th 
_- Bight, ſaith the Lord, Eze. xxxiii. 7, 8, g, 31. II 
29. Jer. in. 23, 4 - 
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To the HONOURABLE and WORTHY 
Sir John Gonſon, Kat. 


Chairman to the General Quarter- 
Seſſions of the Peace, held for the 
City and Liberty of Weftminfter. 


Moſt kind and worthy FRIEND, : . 

| HEN Vice almoſt over-ſpreads the Face of Things, Iniquity rebounds 
like Thunder upon the Earth, and Sin with great Power enthrones it- 

ſelf in the Hearts of Men, leading them to commit all Uncleanneſs with 
Greedineſs, preſuming even to exalt itſelf againſt the Almighty, and by Provo- 
cation plead with bim to ſend Deſſruction, ſwift as Lightning, upon terreſtrial 
Rebels, and revenge hiniſelf upon guilty Man, as in a Moment; is it not then 
high time to cry out, alas for us ! what ſhall we do? or where ſhall we flee to 
hide ourſelves from the Wrath of him that ſitteth upon the Throne? in vain will 
it be to flee to the Refuge of Lies, in vain to ſeek to hide ourſelyes in Dens and 
Caves of the Earth, in vain to call to the Hills and Mountains to protect us from the 
avenging Hand of God, who in his Wrath is a conſuming Fire: What then muſt 
be done? what? the Anſwer from God is, Repent; and herein Ninevab is pros 
pos' d for our Example; who by believing God's threatning Judgment againſt 
them, made no tarrying in turning unto the Lord with all their Heart, their 


Soul, and Strength; the King aroſe from his Throne, cover'd bimſelf with Sack- 


cloth, ſat in Aſhes, proclaim'd a Faſt, requiring that neither Man nor Beaft ſhould' 
receive either Food or Drink, but that all ſhould” be cover'd with Sackcloth, turn 
every one from his evil Way, and cry mightily unto God for Mercy and Pardon, 
whereby they obrain'd the Thing deſir'd; God became propitious to them that they 
prriſh'd not: This then is our Inſtruction from God, this is A for our 
Imitation by infinite Wiſdom; and when ſuch is the Caſe of ſublunary Things, 
is it not then high time for the Potentates of the Earth to awake out of 7 
and with Speed lay the Axe to the Root of the Tree, and diligently cut Sf Ag. 


Fruit that it poiſon not the Nation; and lop off its ſpreading Boughs, th 


ſwallow not up the Inheritance of the Lord, by hiding from them the Face bf 
the Son of Righteouſneſs, whereby alone they can be nouriſh'd to eternal Life 7 
But this is not the Work of a mean Man; alas! what can ſuch a one do? for Vice 
like an over flowing Flood deftroys all before it, and levels the Palace witk 
the meaneſt Cottage; and as he that would turn the Courſe of a mighty Tor- 
rent, muſt be of extenſive Power, commanding the Aſſiftance of many, ſo neither 

hty Flood of Vice that now prevails, be reſtrain'd by leſs Power; 


can the mig | 
the Embaſſzdors of God may cry aloud from the Pulpit, and lift up their ket 
| a Trum-" 
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« Trumpet, declaring the Terrors of the Almighty, and his threatning Judg- 
ment denounc'd againk the Wicked, but when Vice has got beyo d the Power 
of Verbal Reprehenſion what can this do? and beſides, the many of thoſe who 
hear the Word preach'd without farther regarding it, how many Thouſands are 
there, who remain utter Strangers even to the Precepts of their Duty, keeping 
thewſclves altogether wit hou: the Hearing thereof, are become the ſworn Enemies 
of God, and Friends to Satan, being continually employ'd in his Drudgery ? 
theſe Soul-Hounds, like ſo many Lions of Hell, lurking privily in their Dens, 
are daily upon the Watch for Souls, and greatly r. joice when the Innocent and 
Simple Far a Prey to them; and what now can Precept do to ſuch as theſe, 
even tho' jt ſhould happen to reach their Ears ? ſurely, nothing leſs than the Sword 
of the Civil Power firetch'd out againſt them, can reſtrain their raging Fury, 
and drag them out of their Deng wherein they lurk privily for the Innocent 
without Cauſe ; and when Vice is got beyond the Reach of Admonition, it then 
becomes the proper Obj-& ſor the Arm of the Maziſtrate to be exercis'd upon, 
for ſurely it is not fic that the Inheritance of the eo.” ſhould be ſwallow d up 
dy the Flood of Impiety, while by any Means it can be reſtrain' d: God Al- 
mighty is greatly jealous of his Honour, and will not ſuffer it to be prophan'd 
without exeici ſing Judgment upon the Prophaners, and of Old, commanded thoſe 
to be put to Death, who ſought to turn others from fearing before him (Deut. 
Mi.) The ever-blefſed Jeſus never ſhew'd ſuch Diſpleaſure as when bis Father's 
Houſe was prophan'd, and his Honour abus'd ; then, altho' he utterly declin'd 
the aſſuming any temporal Power, yet now be acts the Part of an earthly Magi- 
Arate, and inflicts Puniſhment upon the Offenders, a ſufficient Indication that 
Immorality ought to be diſcourag'd by temporal Puniſhment, as well as Piery en- 
courag'd by temporal Rewards; nothing robs God of his Honour but Sin, and 
by whomſoever this great Evil is ſuffer d to abound, Vice permitted to paſs unre- 


garded, and Iniquity unpuniſh'd, unto whom Power and Authority is commicted 


ſufficient hereto, ſurely ſuch cannot but be greatly guilty belore God, and muſt 
Cer Jong ſeverely anſwer for ſuch their Neglect: Is he not a Rebel to his King 
and Country that will not oppoſe the common Enemy? and does not every ones 
Guile proport ĩonably increFe herein, according to their increaſe of Power to de- 
fend their Country 7 doubtleſs he is worthy of much forer Puniſhment who has 
Authoritative Power to command others in oppoſing the common Enemy but 
will not, than he who has no ſuch commanding Power, and who tho' ſtriving 
with all his Might can avail but very little in oppoſing the Enemy: Sin is the 
common Enemy of Mankind, the great Deſtroyer of Nations, the Puller down 
of Kingdoms, and Overthrower of the Strength of the Mighty; and hence it 

$ every one's Duty to oppoſe it with all their Power, even as they regard 
the Good of their Country, the Proſperity of their King, and the Honour of God; 
and the Slothful and Negligent herein ſhall certainly bear their Puniſhment, and 
that, in Proportion to their Power of reſtraining and puniſhing Vice, ſo ſhall 
their Puniſnment be according as their Neglect herein hive been: Bur you, my 
deavly beloved Friend, have | Lach yourſelf a worthy Zealot for the Honour of 
the Lord God of Hofis, and have fo nobly acquitted yourſelf in oppoſing and 
puniſhing Vice as to become a worthy Pattern of Imitation, and greatly deſerying 
the Elleem of all, but eſpecially of them that are ot the Houſhold of Faith; and 
who than I, has greater Reaſon to rejoice herein? and that, not only for your 
noble Teal and Diligence in detecting and puniſhing the Vices againſt which the 
following Treatiſe is deſign d as a Diſuaſive, and as ſuch, therefore, claims you 


a3 its proper Patron; but alſo, as you have been inflrumental in — 
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Hand in God, and thereby contributing to enable me to bear up under all Oppoſition, 
for which, as [ think myſelf greatly oblig'd to you, ſo am I for the ſame Reaſon no 
leſs conſtrain d by the Duty of Gratitude to teſtify the Senſe of my Obligation 
herein, by returning you Thanks in the moſt Publick Manner 1 am able. And 


would to God that your Example might be imitared by all, for then we could not 


fail of ſhortly ſeeing a noble Change in the Face of Religion and Morality, which 
would then begin again nobly to flouriſh and abound more and more, while Vice 
would appear of ſo horrible a Shape and ſo deſtructive a Nature, that it would pro- 
portionably decline, until it would be afraid and aſham'd any longer to appear in 
Publick, as now it does; the great Expediency of ſuch a Reformation can't ſurely 
but evidenily appear unto all- but ſuch, who having Eyes ſee not, Ears and hear 
not, nor will be induc'd to conſider the Things which belong to their eternal 
Peace: But whether the preſent Times are more impious than the former, I am 
not able to ſay ; but this I know, that ſuch was its deſtructive Nature in former 
Times, as to ſwallow up Nations, and lay Kingdoms into ruinous Heaps; and 
can we hope to eſcape better than others? no, verily, but except we repent we 
likewiſe muſt expect to periſh ; God is no Reſpector of Perſons, but whereſoever 
Iniquity abounds, the Deſtruction of that Place draweth near: Did not Achan's 
Traaſgreſſion of the Divine Command (Fob. vii.) cauſe him to trouble 1ſrael ? 
and can we hope for better Treatment while the like accurſed Thing, of tranſ- 
greſſing the Divine Command, is ſuffcr'd to remain and abound among us, 
until after the Manner of his Puniſhment, this great Evil be remov'd from 
us, ſinful Sin baniſh'd from the Heart, and there be a returning unto the 
Lord with all the Soul, and with all the Srrength ? for then indeed will 
the Lord be for us, and our God will protect us, and this Nation ſhall not 
be deliver'd into the Hand of the Enemy, but there ſhall be a fulfilling of his 
gracious Promiſe towards us, who hath ſaid, At what Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak con- 


* cerning a Nation, and concerning a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, 


© and to deſiroy it; if that Nation againſt whom 1 have p'onounced rurn from 
© their Evil, I will repent of the Evil I thought to do unto them, * Fere. xviii. 
7, 8. This is the Promiſe of God, to which, if we have a due Regard, we ſhall 
experience the Truth thereof to our eternal Comfort ; bur if, like ſome of the 
Prophane of Old, we rebel ſlill more againſt the Lord, and plainly ſay, we will 
not have him io reign over us, than ſhall be fulfilled upon us the Threatning of 
God, who hath ſaid, * At what Inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and 
* concerning a Kingdom, to build and to plant it; if it do Evil in my Sight, 
and it obey not my Voice, then will I repent me of the Good wherewith I 
* ſaid I would benefit them; and the Nation and Kingdom that will not ſerve 
me, ſaith the Lord, ſhall periſh, yea, thoſe Nations ſhall be utterly waſted,” 


Fere. xviii. 9, 10. Iſg. Ix 12. This, as it is the Declaration of the great God, 
whoſe Words ate ſure and ſtedſaſt for ever, ſo ſhall it, to our eternal Shame 
and Confuſion, be certainly accompliſh'd upon us, it we have not a due Regard 


thereto, and give Honour unto the Lord God of Hoſts : Can any thing-befal 
the Sons of Men, and the Lord hath not done it? Surely then, the Divine Ma- 
peſty bas begun already to ſtretch out his Hand againſt us, by the late great Se- 
verity of Weather, whereby many have periſh'd, and Multitudes been greatly 
impoveriſh'd and diſtreſs d; but this Viſitation was only in Mercy to us, to bring 
us to a Senſe of ourſelves, that we might ꝑive Glory unto the Lord; and return 
from the Evil of our Ways; but if we will not duly lay it to Heart to be turn d 
unto the Lord, then will he er long viſit us in Judgment, and nothing will 
de abbe to ſave us from the Stroke of his mighty Hand, but we ſhall become a 

| | Reproach 
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Reproach to thoſe that bate us, and a Prey :o our Enemies: And Oh! that theſe 
Things night be duly conſider d and laid to Heart, ſo ſhould it be our trueli 
Wiſdom and Preſervation, to turn every one from his evil Way, and give 
Glory to the Lord of Hoſts, and beſides this, there is no other Way whereby to 
be ſay's from the Hand of the Enemy, for altho' for awhile our Judgment may 
linger, yet at laſt it will come as an over-flowing Flood, and there will be no 
Way left to eſcape : As therefore we regard the Good of ourſelves, our King, 
our Countty, and all that's Sacred, we ſhould every one be 2zealouſly affected 
tor the Lord God of Hoſts, and give all Diligence to promote Religion and Vir- 
tue, ſince this alone is the Defence of -a Nation, yea, this alone preſerves from 
Deilruction, becauſe by this Means God works Salvation to his People; and 
hence I make no Difhculty to affirm, that one ſingle faithful Servant of God, is 
a greater Support and Protection to a Place, than Ten Thouſand arm'd Men 
truſting in the Weapons of War: Was not this the Confidence of David, the 
Servant of God, when he went againſt Goliab, the Champion of the Phbi/iftines ? 
to whom ſaid he, Thou comeſt to me with a Sword, and with a Spear, and 
© with a Shield; but I come to thee in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts, the 
© God of the Armies of Iſrael, whom thou haſt defied ; this Day will the Lord de- 
* liver thee into mine Hand, and I will ſmite thee, and take thine Head from 
© thee, and I will give the Carcaſes of the Hoſt of the Philiftines this Day unto 
© the Fowls of the Air, and to the wild Beaſis of the Earth, that all the Earth 
© may know that there is a God in 1frael ; and all this Adembly ſhall know that 
© the Lord ſaveth not with Sword and Spear, for the Battle is the Lord's, and 
© he will give you into our Hands. And it came to paſs, when the Philiftine 
© aroſe, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David halted, and ran 
© toward the Army to meet the Pbiliſ ins: And David put bis Hand in bis Bag, 
© and took thence. a Stone, and (lang it, and ſmote the Phaliflize in bis Forehead, 
© that the Stone ſunk into his Forehead, and he fell upon bis Face to the Earth: 
© So David prevailed over the Philiſtins with a Sling and with a Stone, and ſmote 
the Philzftine, and flew him: And when the Pheliflines ſaw their Champion 
« was dead, they fled ; and the Men of Iſrael and of Fudab aroſe, and ſhout» 
© ed, and purſued the Philiflines, until thou come to, the Valley, and to the 
Gates of Een; and the wounded oſ the Phil/ftines fell down by the Way to 
* Shaazaim, even unto Gath, and unto Elen. 1 Sam. xvii. 45, 46, Sc. So 
likewiſe Samuel the Prophet of the Lord, by bis Prayer, de ſtroy d the Army of the 
Philiffines, even as it is wiitten, © Aud when the Phil iſtinas heard that the Chil- 
© dren of Iſrael were gathered together to Mizpeb, the Lords of the Phil:flines 
« went up againlt, Iſrael; and when the Children of. Iſael heard it, they were 
© afraid of the Philiflines : And the Children of Iſrael ſaid to Samuel, Ceaſe not 
to cry unto the Lord our God for us, that he will ſave us out of the Hand of 
< the Philiflines.: And Samuel took a ſuckivg Lamb, and offered it for a Burnt- 
offering wholly unto. the Lord; and Sammel, cried. unto the Lord for Iſrael, 
and the Lord heard him: And! as Samtel was offering up the Burnt- offering, 
the Pbiliſt ines drew near to Battle againſt Iſrael ; but the Lord tbundered with 
© great Thunder on that Day upon the Philiftines, and diſcomfitred them, and 
© they. were ſmitten before: 1/rae/-: And the Men of Iſrael went out of Mizpeb, 
© and purſued the Philip ines, and ſmote them, until they came under Beth-car, ' 
1 Sam. vii, 7, 8, S. So alſo. good: Ring Febobapbat-and Hezekiab, Kings of 
Fudab, did that by their Prayers which they could not do by their Armies; con- 
cerning the firſt-of whom it is thus written, And: it came to paſs after this alſo, 
< that the Children of Moab, and the Children of Ammon, and with wry 
© be 
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© beſide the Ammonites, came againſt Fehoſhaphar to Battle: Then there came 
© ſome that told Feboſpaphat, ſaying, there cometh a great Mulcitude #g4inſt thee 
© from beyond the Sea on this Side Syria, and behold, they be in Hazazon tamar, 
© which is En-gedi: And Fehoſbapbat feared, and ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lord, 
© and proclaimed a Faſt throughout al! Fudab. And Fudah gathered themſelves 
together, to ask Help of the Lord, even out of the Cities of Fudab they came 
© to ſeek the Lord. And Fehofapbat ſtood in the Congregation of Fudab and 

© Feruſalem, in the Houſe of the Lord before the new Court, and ſaid, O Lord 
© God of our Fathers, art not thou God in Heaven? and ruleſt thou not the King- 
© doms of the Heathen? and in thine Hand is there not Power and Might, fo 
© that none is able to withſtand thee? Art nor thou our God, who didft drive 
© out the Inhabirants of this Land before thy People Iſrael, and gaveſt it to the 
© Sced of Abrabam thy Friend for ever? And they dwelt therein, an have 

© builr thee a Sanctuary therein, for thy Name, ſaying, If when Evil cometh up- 
on us, as the Sword, judgment, or Peſtilence, or Famine, we ſtand before this 
© Houſe, and in thy Prefence (for thy Name is in this Hor:fe) and cry unto thee. 
© in our Affliction, then thou wilt hear and help; and now, behold, the Chil- 
© dren of Ammon, and Mozb, and Mount Seir, whom thou wouldſt not ler Iſrael 
© invade, when they came out of the Land of Egypt, but they turned from them, 
© anddeftroyed them not; behold, I fay, how they reward us, to come ro caſt 

© us out of thy Poſſeſſion, which thou hiſt given us to inherit: O our God, wilc 
thou not judge them? for we have no Might againft this great Company that” 
©* cometh againſt us; neither know we what to do, but our Eyes are upon thee. 


And all Fudab ſtood before the Lord, with their Little Ones, their Wives, and 


their Children. Then upon Fzbaziel, the Son of Zechariah, the Son of Benaiab, 
© the Son of Feiel, the Son of Mattaniab, a Levite of the 8 ns of Aſaph, came 
© the Spirit of the Lord in the midſt of the Congregation ; and he ſaid, Hearken 
© ye, all Fudab, and ye Inhabitants of Feruſalem, and thou King FeboPaphat, 
© thus ſaith the Lord unto you, Be not atraid, nor diſ nayed by reaſon of this great 
© Multitude, for the Battle is not yours, but God's: To- norrow go ye down 
© againſt them ; behold, they come up by the Cliff of Ziz, and ye ſhall find them 
* at the End of the Brook, before the Wildernefs of Ferue! ; ye ſhall nor need to 
* fighr in this Battle, ſer yourſelves, ſtand ye ſtill, and ſee the Salvation of the Lord 
© with you, O Fudab and Feruſalem ; fear not, nor be diſmayed, To-morrow 8 
out againſt them, for the Lord will be with you. And Fehoſhapbat bowed his 
* Head; with his Face to the Ground; and all Fadab, and the Inhabitants of Ferns 
© ſalem fell before the Lord, worſhipping the Lord: And the Levites of the Chil» 
©: dren of the Xobatbites, aud the Children of the Korbizzs, flood up to ptaiſe the 
© Lord God of Iſrael with a loud Voice on hieb. And they roſe early in the Morn - 
ing, and went ſorth into the Wilderneſs of Tekoz ; and as they went forth Fehofbae 

phat ſtood and ſaid, Hear me, O'*Fudab; and ye Iuhabitants of Fernſalem, Believe 
in the Lord your God, ſo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed'; believe tis Prophets, fo mall 
ye proſper : And when he bad conſulted with the People, he appointed Singers 
unto the Lord, and that ſhould praiſe the Beauty of Holineſs, as they went out 
© before che Army, and fay, Praiſe the Lord, for his Mercy endureth for ever. And 
© when they began to fing and to praiſe, the Lord ſet Ambuſhments again the 
* Children of Ammon, Moab; and Mount Ser, which were come dan” Fadab, 
and they were ſmitten ; for the Children of Ammen and Moab ſtood up againſt 
the Tahabicants of Mount Sri, utterly to ſlay und defiroy tbem; and when they 
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tad made an end of the: Intrabicants of Sei, they every one belped to . 0 
they 
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© they looked unto the Multitude, and behold, they were dead Bodies {allen to 
* the Earth, and none eſcaped,” 2 Cbron. xx. 1, 2, Sc. And concerning the 
other, it is thus written, And Hezekiab prayed before the Lord, and ſaid, O 
Lord God of Iſrael, which dwellelt between the Cherubims, thou art the God, 
© even thou alone, of all the Kingdoms of the Earth, thou haſt made Heaven and 
© Earth: Lord, bow down thine Ear, and hear; open, Lord, thine Eyes, and ſee; 


and hear the Words of Sennacherib, which hath ſent him to reproach the Living 


© God: Now therefore, © Lord our God, I beſeech thee, ſaye thou us out of his 
© Hand, that all the Nations of the Earth may know that thou art the Lord God, 
even thou only. Then Iſaiab, the Son of Amoz, ſent to Hezekiab, ſaying, 
Thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, That which thou haſt prayed to me againſt 
© Sennacherib King of Aſſyria, I have heard: This is the Word that the Lord 
© hath ſpoken concerning him, He ſhall not come into this City, nor ſhoot an Ar- 
row there, nor come before it with Shield, nor caſt a Bank againſt it; by the 
Way that he came, by the ſame ſhall he return, and ſhall not come into this City, 
© ſaith the Lord; for 1 will defend this City to ſave it, for mine own ſake, and 
© for my Servant David's ſake. And it came to paſs that Night, that the Angel 
© of the Lord went out, and ſmore in the Camp of the Aſſyrians, an Hundred 
© Fourſcore and Five Thouſand ; and when they aroſe early in the Morning, be- 
© hold, they were all dead Corpſes." 2 Kings xix. 15, 16, Sc. From which, and 
*warious other Inſtances of the like Nature, its ſufficiently evident that Religion is 
the beſt Support and Protection of a Nation, while Vice and Immorality has the 
direct contrary Tendency, making the molt fruitful Lands barren, deſtroying the 
moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms, and utterly ſubverting the ſtrongeſt Nations: Of theſe 
Things, my worthy Friend, you are ſo perſectly acquainted, that were it not more 
for the ſake of others, than to call them to your Remembrance, I had not men- 
tion'd them : And bleſſed be the Moſt High God, I cannot but hope, but that 
as yet there are many Righteous Souls, Souls truly faithful unto the Lord, flill 
abiding among us, who, like Moſes of Old, are as ſo many mighty Shields of De- 
fence in warding oft the Wrath and Diſpleaſure of God from us, and procuring his 
Favour and Compaſſion towards us, ſo that while there are ſuch as theſe remain, 
God will not, yea, cannot, by Virtue of his Promiſe, utterly deſiroy us, but will 
ſtill be Gracious, and ſhew us Mercy in the Day our Viſitation : And now, my 
kind Friend, may I not julily reckon you one amongſt the Number of the Wor- 
thies of the Age, whoſe Zeal for the Honour of God and the Publick Good, is 
well known to the World; but herein I muſt not fay, what I might fay, leſt 1 
offend againſi that Modeſiy which is peculiar to a pious Chriſtian ; yet 
can't but earnefily wiſh, that your Zeal for the Honour of the Lord God 
of Hoſts, may provoke very many to be alike zealouſly affected, to the pull- 
ing down the firong Holds of Sio, and ſerting up the Honour of God; and that 
your Zeal and Love for God, may yet, if poſſible, ſtill more and more increaſe and 
abound in the Cauſe of God, for as the Harveſt is plenteous, but the worthy La- 
bourers thereof few, it therefore becomes highly needful to become more abun- 
dantly diligent, to ſupply, if poſſible, the Deficiency of what is wanting herein, till it 
ſhallpleaſe God to ſend forth more Labourers intohis Harveſt. And now, not farther 
to enlarge; may the holy and ever bleſſed Jeſus fulfil you with his Grace and heavenly 
BenediRion ; may he add to your Days, and lengthen out your Years for the Pub- 
lick Good, and continue daily more and more to work by your Hands, thoſe Things 
which may more and more tend to promote his Honour, the General Good of Man- 
kind, and your own eternal Happineſs, is, and ſhall be, the earneſt Deſire, and 
bumble Requeſt of your Well-wiſher in the Lord, and much oblig d humble Ser- I. 
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ry of God is bat we Hound al- 
ways be moſl ſolicitous about, as 
he bat which chiefly promotes both pur pre- 
„„ Ment and eternal Happineſs ; af as God 
nd {Whimſelf bas declared that be will not 


aſt F as the Honour and Glo- 


in vain, or lives in the wilful Breach 
of any of bis command ments; (Ex. xx. 
7. Deut. xxvii. 26. Jer. xi. 3.) but 
bat eve Pall be accountable fer every 
idle Word wwe ſpeak, and evil Action we 
ommit, and thereby be either juſtified 


eſe Wor condemned. (S. Mat. xii. 36, 37. & 
ore r. 19. 8. Job. v. 28, 29.) It there- 
en · Wore becomes the Duty of every Cbriſtian, 
hat Wes well out of Concern for bis Fellow: 
ill Wreatures Happineſs, as in Regard to 
De- ed Honour, not to ſuffer bis Holy Name 


be prophan'd, or bis Honour abus'd, 
without pewwing 4 Concern for the ſame : 
But 4s neither Prudence nor Opportunity 
vill at all Times ſuffer this by Word of 
louth ſo often as it may be needful, it was 
bereſore thought more expedient bereto, 

uſe this Method, as being leſ liable 
offend, and more likely to be well ac- 
pted ; <pherefore DEARLY BELOVED 
x THE LorD, I beſeech you by the 
lercies of God to receive what is bere 
ſented to your peruſal at a Token of 
briftian Love, defign'd for the Improve- 
| of your Soul in uſeſul Knowledge, 
mean the Knowledge of our Lord and 
aviour Feſus Chriſt, and to in ſtruct you 
x ſo to walk in bis Faith and Feay, as 

obtain eternal Life : Conſider, Theſeech 
w, that altbo Chrift has laid down bis 
ife for you, yet bis Death will profit you 
thing wbile you take no beed to live as 
rometh Chriſtianity ; frequently ex: 


bold bins Guiltleſs that taketh bis Name 


amine yourſelf therefore, and ſee beben 
you be in the Faith or no, and pay often 
te God, for without Prayer . you can nei. 
ther know him nor love him, yea, fre- 
quent Prayer is as needful for the Soul 
as Food is for the Body, wit bout which 


it cannot live : Do you doubt eyhether us 
love Chrift or nit? can you love your © 


Friend wii bout knowing it 3 ſo neither 
can you love Feſus Chriſt without feeling 
it in your Soul, and being well aſſur 4 


you do love bim: O tbereſors examine _ F | 
yourſelf, and ſee whethey bis, love be im. 
you or no; if it be, then you.<vill' often © 


talk of bim, for bat we ſincerely lobe 


we delight frequently to diſcourſe f 5 A 


pray earneflly and frequently unto bim 


that be would flrengthen your Faith and 4 : | 


Love towards him, and make you trug 


ſenſible of the great Sinfulneſi and vil? ; 4 i} 


neſs of your own Nature, that fo ferm 
to him 
bold o | 
bim by Faith and Love; be calli to the - - 
14s . 
with bis Sin to come to bim for penes 


a due Senſe thereof, you-may flee 
for Mercy and Pardon, and | 


Sinner that is weary and bea 


and Reft ; make ba ſte therefore to h 


even while it is called to Day, leſ by ds. | 'F | | 


laying it another Day it prove a Day, 


£ __,— 
too late, and then thou art loſt and uus 


done for ever; read the Sacred Sibi 


frequently with Care and prayer, implo* - 


ring God's enlightning Grace that y 
may ſee the Wonders of hi: Love towards 
Mankind, therein contain'd, and leamn 10 
bleſs and adove bim for the ſume; feav 
wot the Reproach of Men for tbe Ca fe of 
God, neither be afraid of their Revilmas; 
ewhoryer they be that would diſcourage” 


you from fledfafily adbering to God r 2 


gard them not, yea, tho they be as deav 


= I 


" *Þ thee as the Wife of thy Boſom, or as 
15% Friend ephom thou love ſt as thine own 
Soul (Deut. xiii. 6.) yet regard them not 
inaſmuch as berein they act the Part o 
an Enemy, yea, of the Devil bimſelf, 
bo under Pretence of giving friendly 
and good Advice, ſeeks to rob you of your 
Soul; and that cunning Serpent ſome- 
times ſpeaks by the Mouths of good People 
40 this Purpoſe, even as be once did by 
#be Mouth of Peter to our Lord (Mark 
viii. 32, 33.) and is deſerving no other 
Reply than what was there return'd to 
bim by the Lord of Life : This 1 do the 
more earneftly preſs, as baving myſelf 
met with much of this kind of Treatment, 
fince God wouchſaf d to call me to the 
Knowledge of bis Son, and well know by 
Experience the great Tendency it bas to 
diſquiet and diſcourage the Mind in the 
Work of Grace, but thou, beloved in the 
Lord, regard it not, bowwever the Devil 
may rage againſt you by Slander, Ca- 
Jumny and Reproach, whoſe Malice to- 
evards you will always encreaſe in Pro- 
tion as your Soul is converted to God, 
and. your Zeal for his H nour weakens 
the Tyrant's Kingdom in the Hearts of 
Men, yet I beſeech you regard bim 
not, by what Meant or by whomſoever be 
ſeeks to diſcourage you from the good 
Ways of God, be well aſſur'd, that God 
being with you, there is more for you 
then can be againſt you; moreover, as 
you Would improve in the Love of God, be 
always careful to guard againſt. Preju- 
dice, Malice and Envy, for this is that 
Spirit of the Devil cubich will drive thee 
from God, and ſtarve thee into Deftruc- 
tion; this it was that Crucified the Lord 
of Life, and does ftill Crucify bim in 
the Hearts of all them in cubom it dwells; 
pray earnefily to God therefore that be 
would take from you this accurſed Spi- 
rit, and give you the Spirit of Meekneſs 
and Love towards bim; yea, be ever 


 -  Egalous for bis Honour, and firive for 
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ſerving the Lord, be careful that you 


the ſame unto Death, and God will give 
you a Crown of Life ; but ſee that your 
Zeal be according to Knowledge, always 
remembring that Zeal without Prudence 
makes Religion contemptible, and caffs a 
Blemiſh not an Honour upon Chriſtianity ; 
beſeech God therefore to give you the Spi- 
rit of Wiſdom and Underſtand ing, and 
ſpew you the Way that you ſhould walk 
in ; and while you are frequent in Spirit 


be not ſlotbſul in Buſineſs, being well 
aſſur'd that Idleneſs is as contrary te 
Religion, as Religion is to Vice; be care- 
ful therefore to improve every Moment of 
your Time to the beft Advantage, ve- 
member bow very ſhort and uncerta in 
this Span of Life is, and that you bang 
over Eternity only by a ſlender Thread 
evbich is ſubject to be deflroy'd by a thou- 
ſand Accidents ; from this Conſideration 
therefore let your Mind be frequently upen 
Feſus, that when you go bence you may 
for ever be with bim, in uuboſe Preſenc 
is Fulneſs of Foy, and Pleaſures for ever 
more : See then that your Converſation 
be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, com 
mune with bim frequently in thine ow! 
Heart, and often talk of bim to other! 
entreating them io tafle and ſee 
gracious the Lord is, and that they only 


ROB CRE PALM AGGLA 


are bleſſed that put their truſt in bim Jef 
talk therefore r of him, a» 
pray often to bim. and fail not, I pr. — 
you, to pray alſo for the Donor of thi — 
Gift ; read it conſtantly and careſul f. 1 
and treaſure up the uſeful Knowled: "a 
therein contain d, for your Improvement, be 
evbich by duly obſerving will bring yall 2 
to Chrift, and Cbriſ will bring you 4. 
Glory: Oh ! may he vouchſafe fo 
manifeſt himſelf unto all, as that all m aa 
feed upon him, by Faith and Love, an 5 
live for ever, is the earneſt Requeſt, 2 
your Well-wiſher in the Lord thi 
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P termine whether there is more Cauſe 
either with Heraclitus continually to be» 
wail the wicked Lives of Men, or with 
Democritus to laugh at their Folly; 
doubtleſs there is Cauſe, yea, abundant 
Cauſe for both ; ſo that if the Walls of 


Houſes were tranſparent we ſhould, 


behold a Scene of great Variety of Ac- 
tions; ſome eating; others vomitting 
thro' Exceſs of Riot; ſome wrongfully 
beaten ; others mixing Poiſons, with 
impious Intentions ; ſome conſpiring ; 
others caſting Accounts, with a fraudu- 
lent Deſire; ſome rejoicing ; others 
weeping ;* ſome plotting againſt their 
Friends; others raving mad with Am- 
dition ; ſome continually engag d in 
Broils; others in Adulteries and 
Rapes ; ſome in Drunkenneſs ; others 
coveting their Neighbours Goods ; ſeme 
conſuming their own, thinks of nothing 
leſs than Robbery and Plunder for 


more; others full of Eumity, fight with 


their neareſt Relation thro' the curſed 
Sin of Averice; ſome young; ſome old; 
ſuing ; denying ; poor; rich; ſtarved ; 
luxurious; ſordid ; impriſon'd ; murther'd ; 
buried ; deſpifing what they enjoy, and 
aiming at what they have not; impu- 
dent; niggardly ; infatiate ; vain-glori- 
ous : Some aſe Pleaſure and Intempe- 
rateneſs ; others Reſt and Idleneſs; al- 
ways inconſtant ; deſiring to command 
others, have no command of themſelves; 
their whole Life is full of Hurry, Un- 
certainty and Confuſion ; but in nothing 
is the Folly of Men more clearly evi- 
dent than in the Sin of Ingratirude and 
wilful Rebellion againſt God, without 


the leaſt hope of Gain to influence them 


Erhaps it is no eaſy Matter to de- 


% 


thereto : Of all People in the Univerſe . | 
Chriſiians have the greateſt Obligation 
to love the Lord with all their Strength, 
and ſerve him with a perſect Heart, for- 
aſmuch as unto them are committed the 
Oracles of the Living God, whereby to 
direct them to Happineſs ; and yet, O 
melancholly Thought ! the Generality 
of them, are of all others the moſt vile 
and ungrateful ! not only refuſing to 
walk by the Lighr of God's Word, bur 
even with horrid Oaths and Blaſphemies, 
abuſe the Divine Author thereof, turn- 
ing the Grace of God into Laciviouſneſs! 
whoſe Ingratitude is in nothing more 
evident than in the impious Cuſtom of 
prophane Curling. and Swearing ; what 
is more plainly forbidden, or threatned 
with ſeverer Puniſhment by the Holy 
God, than this Crime ? and yet, what 
is more common among us ! It was the 
Complaint of the Prophet of Old, not 
only that the Land was full of bl q 
Crimes (Exe. vii. 23.) but alſo, that be- iſ 
cauſe of Swearing the Land mourned, 
Fer. xxiii. 10. And ſurely, the like Com- 
plaint was never more juſt than now, 
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when not only our Streets ring with the i 


Sound thereof, but it is likewiſe heard 
even in the Mouths of our very Babes, 
who kearn to ſound forth the Devil's 
Language before they ate able to ſpeak 
their Mother-Tongue ! and where now i 

is the Fear of the Lord God of Hollis? 4 
who hath ſaid, He that curſeth bis G 
ſpall ſurely bear bis Iniquity, and com- 
manded the Criminal herein to be pub? i 
lickly ſton'd fer his-Crime (Lev. xxir ?- 
13, Oc.) Alas! how greatly are the Ge» » 

nerality of Chriſtians now apoſtatiz'd * 
from the great Au hor of their Salvation, 
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- whoſe Divine Command to ſwear not at 
all (S. Mat v. 2 4.) is now by ſome ſo much 
+ Inverted that ſcarce a Sentance is utter d 
without an Oath ! and that, not only 
by the Ignorant and baſer Sort of Man- 
kind, who underſtand nothing as they 
ought to know, but what is more ſur- 
prizing, even by thoſe alſo who would be 
accounted wiſe and learned ! who ſeem 
to look upon it as a kind of Politeneſs 
to ſwear with an Air, and value them- 
ſelves the more upon it! who with hor- 
rible Oaths and Imprecat ions loudly call 
to God, as tho they were impatient oſ 
being heard, is: Damnation upon the n- 
ſelves and Fellow-Cregtures !- damning 


i their Eyes, their Blood, their Heart, 


their Soul! yea, wiſhing themſelves 
damn'd eternally{ O amazing Folly ! 
Madneſs beyond Compariſon ! Ingrati- 
tude beyond Expreſſion ! Thoſe very 
Souls which coſt no leſs than the Blood 
of God himſelf to purchaſe them, theſe 


UE wretched, miſerable, ungrateful Mortals, 


are wiſhing to be damn'd for. nothing! 
a Thing fo horribly ſhocking, that no 
Tongue can expreſs, or Mind conceive 
It, and at which the Devils themſelyes 
exceedingly Fear and Tremble : How 


1 


making haſte to the Place of never- end- 
ing Torments! But ceaſe, Sinner, O 
ceaſe awhile, I pray! be not in ſuch 
mighty haſte, Damnation will come 
E faſt enough, yea, and infinitely too 
ſoon too your eternal Sorrow will 
E you find it; flop then a while, ſlacken 
your Pace, and well conſider where 
you are a going: Are you able 
To endure the Torments of eternal Fire? 
can you dwell in everlaſting Burniogs ? 
if not, why then do you make ſuch 


2 mighty Haſte to it? ſtop therefore im- 


mediately, and turn aſide from your 
evil Way, lay bold oh the Paths of Vir- 
tte before Iniquity be ypur Ruin: And 
is it not a ſad Confideratign that Vice 
mould ſo much abound among us with- 
© out more Diligence us d to ſuppreſs it? 
Jor tho. no one can be compell'd to Vir- 
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tue, yet they may be reſtrain'd from 
Vice: We have indeed an Act of Par- 
liament to diſcourage it, an Abridge- 
ment of which is as follows, © Whereas 
© it has been found by Experience, that 
an Act of Parliament made in the one 
© and twentieth Year of the Reign of 
© King Fames the Firſt, intituled, An 
© AFR to prevent and reform prophane 
© Curſing and Swearing, bath proved 
© ineffeQual to the Suppreſling thoſe de- 
© reliable Sins, by Reaſon of ſome De- 
© ficiencies in the ſaid Act: Be it there- 
©. fore enacted by the King's moſt excel- 
© lent Majeſty, by and with the Advice 
© and Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
* Temporal, and Commons in this pre- 
© ſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the 
* Authority of the ſame, That if any 
© Perſon or Perſons ſhall, after the 2 4th 
© of Fune, in the Year of our Lord 1695, 
© prophanely Swear or Curſe in the Pre- 
© ſence or Heating of any Fuftice of 
© Peace of the County, Riding or Divi- 
© fion, or of the Mayor or other head 
© Officer or Fuſtice of Peace for any City 
© or Town Corporate, where ſuch Of- 
© ſence is or ſhall be committed, or that 
© ſhall be thereof convicted by Oath of 


LE -monſirous a Thing is it to ſee Mankind, „ one Witneſs, or by the Confeſſion of 
wm who by Nature abhors Pain and Miſery, 


© the Party offending, before any Fuffice 
© of Peace of the County, or Mayor, or 
© Bailiff, or other chief Officer or Fuſtice 
© of the Peace of ſuch City or Town 
© Corporate, where the ſaid Offence ſhall 
© be committed, That then, for every 
© ſuch Offence, the Party ſo offending 
© ſhall forfeit and piy to the Uſe of the 
© Poor of the Pariſh, where ſuch Offence 
© or Offences ſhall be committed, the 
reſp: Rive Sums herein after-mention'd, 
that is to ſay, Eyery Servant, Day- 
Labourer, common Soldier and com- 
mon Seaman, One Shilling, and every 
other Perſon Two Shillings; and in 
* Caſe any of the Perſons aforeſaid} ſhall, 
© after Conviction, offend a ſecond 
© Time, ſuch Perſon ſhall forfeit and pay 
© double; and if a third Time, treble 
© the Sum reſpectively by him or her 
© to be paid for the firſi Offence. 3 
» An 
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© And it is hereby further enacted, 
© That upon Negle& or Refuſal of Pay- 
© ment of the ſaid Forfeiture, any Fuſ- 
© tice of Peace, of the County, Riding 
© or Diviſion, or Mayor, or other head 
© Officer or Fuſtice of Peace of any City, 
© or Town Corporate, where the faid 
© Offences ſhall be commirted, ſhall, 
© and are hereby authorized and requir- 
© ed to direct and ſend his Warrant to 
© the Conſtable, Tithingman, Church- 
© warden, or Overſeer of the Poor of 
© the Pariſh where the Offence ſhall be 
committed, or where the Offender 
© ſhall - inhabit, thereby commanding 
5 them or ſome one or more of them, to 
© levy by Diſtreſs and Sale of the Goods 
* of the Offender, the Sum fo forfeited, 
© for the Uſe of the Poor of the Pariſh, 


© as aforeſaid ; and in Caſe no ſuch Dif- 


© treſs can be had, then every ſuth Of. 
© fender, being above the Age of 16 
© Years, ſhall, by Warrant under the 
© Hand and Seal of the ſaid Fuftice of 
© Peace or other Officer, as aforeſaid, be 


© publick]y ſet in the Stocks for the Space 


© of One Hour for every ſingle Offence, 
© and for any Number of Offences, 
© whereof he ſhall be convicted at one 
© and the ſame Time, then two Hours ; 
© and if the Party offending be under 
© the Age of 16 Years, and ſhall not 
© forthwith pay the ſaid Forſeitures, then 
© he or ſhe ſhall, by Warrant, as afore- 
© ſaid, be whipp'd by the Conſtable, or 
© by the Parent, Guardian or Maſter, of 
© ſuck Offender, in the Preſence of the 
© Conſtable. 

© And be it hereby further enacted, 
© That if any F«ftice of the Peace, or 
© chief Magiftrate, ſhall wilfully and 
* wittingly omit the Performance of nis 
© Duty in the Execution of this Act, he 
© ſhall forfeit the Sum of five Pounds; 
© the one Moiety to the Uſe of the In- 
© former, to be recoyered by Action, 
© Suit, Bill or Paint, in any of his Ma- 
© jelly's Courts at Weſtminſter, wherein 
* no Eſſoign, Protection or Wager of 
© Law-ſhall be allowed, nor any more 
than one Imparlance, 


by 


| © Provided always, and it is hereby 
* enacted, That no Perſon ſhall be pro- 
© ſecuted or troubled for any Offence 


© againſt this Statute, unleſs the ſame be 


© proved or proſecuted within Ten Days 


© next after the Offence committed, & 


Cy W.-H. G 

Former Kings have expreſs'd ſo juſt 
and noble a Regard for the Honour of 
the Lord God of Hoſts, as to publiſh a 
Decree, * That every 


© thing amiſs againſt the God of Hea : 
© ven, ſhould be cut in Pieces, and their 
© Houſes made a Dunghill; for he is 


© the living God and ſtedfaſt for ever, | 


© and his Kingdom that which ſhall nor 
© be defiroyed, but bis Dominion ſhall 
© be even unto the End; he worketh 


© Signs and Wonders in Heaven and in 


© Earth ; all whoſe Works are true, 
© and his Ways Judgment, and thoſe 


© that walk in Pride, he is able to abaſe. 


People, Nation, 
© and Language that ſhould ſpeak any 


Seeing therefore that theſe Things afe 1 if 


true and ſtedſaſt, and that cannot be 


ſpoken againſt, it pleas'd his late 
Majeſly, to ſet forth a Proclamatioa, 


thereby ſtrictly commanding, that A I it! 


prophane Swearing and Curfing, Vice 
and Immorality, ſhould every where be 
ſeyerely 
to himſelf and People; and that Reli- 
gion and Piety ſhould be every where 
incouraged, as that which exalteth a 
Nation, and eſtabliſhes the King in his 
Throne Why then is not his Maj*fiy's 
Will and Pleaſure herein carefully: at- 


which is as follows, 


G Bona 


© WE moki Serioully and Religioully Wl 
| W moſt Seriouſly and Religiouſſx | 


Conſidering, That it is an Inde- 
© ſpenfible Duty on us, to be Careful, 
© above all other things, to Preſerve and 
© Advance the Honour and Service of 
© Almighty God, and to Diſcourage and 
© Suppreſs all Vice, Prophaneneſs, De- 
© bauchery and Immorality, which are 
© ſo highly Diſpleaſing to God, ſo great a 


: Reproach to our Religion and Govern 
* ment, 


niſh'd, 28 defiruQive dom iſ 


: tended to by all, and put in Ex<cution'?. © N | 


— — 
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Cs ; 
ment, and (by means of the frequent 
ill Examples of the Practices thereof) 
have fo Fatal a Tendency to the Cor- 
ruption of many of our Loving Sub- 
jects, otherwiſe Religioully and Virtu- 
oully Diſpoſed, and which (if not time · 
ly Remedied) may jufily draw down 
the Divine Vengeance on Us and our 
Kingdoms: We alſo humbly Acknow- 
ledging, That we cannot expect the 
Bleſſing and Goodneſs of Almighty 
God (by whom Kings Reign, and on 
which We entirely Rely) to make our 
Reign Happy and Proſperous ro Our 


Self and Our People, without a Reli- 


gious Obſervance of God's Holy Laws: 
To the Intent therefore that Religion, 
Piety, and Good Manners may (ac- 
cording to Our moſt Hearty Deſire) 
Flouriſh and Increaſe under Our Ad- 
miniſtration and Government, We have 
thought fit, by the Advice of our Privy - 
Council, to iſſue this Our Royal Pro- 
clamation, and do hereby declare Our 
Royal Purpoſe and Reſolution, to Diſ- 
countenance and Puniſh all manner of 
Vice, Propbanenefs, and Immorality in 
all Perſonsof whatſoever Degree oi Qua- 
lity within this Our Realm, and particu- 
larly in ſuch as are Imployed near Our 
Royal Perfon ; and that for the greater 
Encowagement of Religion and Mo- 
rality, We will, upon all Occaſions, 
Difcioguiſh Perſons'of Piety and Virtue 
by Marks of Our Royal Favour. And 
We do Expect and Require that all 
Perſons of Honour, or in Place of Au- 
thority will give good Example by their 
own Virtue and Piety, and to their ut- 


ing Perſons of Diſſolute and Debauched 
Lives, that they being by that Means 
reduced to Shame and Contempt, for 
their Looſe and Evil Actions and Be- 
baviour, may be thereby alſo Enſorced 
the ſooner to Reform their ill Habr's 
and Practices, and that the yifible Diſ- 
pleaſwie of Good Men towards them, 
may (as far as it is Poſſible) ſupply 
© what the Laws (probably) cannot a]- 


together Prevent. And We do hereby 


— 


A Token of CuRISTIAN Love : Or, 


molt contribute to the Diſcountenanc- + 


» 


© ſtrictly Enjoin and Prohibit all Our 
Loving Subjects, of what Degree or 
© Quality ſoever, from Playing on the 
© Lord's Day at Dice, Cards, or any o- 
ther Game whatſoever, either in Pub- 
lick or Private Houſes, or other Place 
or Places whatſoever ; and do hereby 
Require and Command them and every 
of them Decently and Reverently to 
Attend the Worſhip of God on every 
Lord's Day, on Pain of Our Higheſt 
Diſpleaſure, and of being Proceeded 
againſt with the Utmoſt Rigour that 
my be by Law. And for the more 
eual Reforming of all ſuch Perſons 
who, by Reaſon of their Diſſolute Lives 
and Converſations, are a Scandal to 
Our Kingdom, Our farther Pleaſure is, 
and We do hereby ſtrialy Charge and 
Command all Our Judges, Mayors, 
Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, and all 
other Our Officers and Miniſters, both 
Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, and all other 
Our Subjects, whom ic may concern, 
to be very Vigilant and Strict in the 
Diſcovery, and the Effe ctual Proſecu- 
tion and Puniſhment of all Perſons, 
who ſhall be Guilty of Exceſſive Drink- 
ing, Blaſphemy, Prophane Swearing 
and Curſing, Lewdneſs, Prophanation 
of the Lord's Day, or other Diſſolute, 
Immors] or Diſorderly Practices; and 
that they take Care alſo Effectually to 
Suppreſs all Publick Gaming- Houſes 
and Places, and other Lewd and Diſ- 
orderly Houſes, and to put in Execu- 
tion the Statute made in the Nine and 
twentieth Year of the Reign of the late 
King Cherles the Second, Intituled, As 
AHA for the better Obſervation of the 
Lord s Day, commonly called Sunday, 
and alſo an Act of Parliament made 
in the Ninth Year of the Reign of the 
late King William the Third, Intitu- 
led, An Act for the more effeftual 
ſuppreſſing Blaſphemy and Frophane- 
neſs, and all other Laws now in Foree 
for the Puniſhing and Suppre ſſing any 
of the Vices aforeſai3 and alſo to 
Suppreſs and Prevent all Gaming what- 
© ſceyer in Publick or Private Houſes p 
J 27 
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© the Lord's Day, and likewiſe that they 
© take Eſſectual Care to Prevent all Per- 
© ſons Keeping Taverns, Chocolate- 


© Houſes, Coffee-Houſes, or other Pub- 


© lick Houſes wha'ſoever, from Selling 
Wine, Chocolaze, Coftee, Ale, Beer, 
* or other Liquors, or Receiving or Per- 
© mitting Gueſis to be or remain in ſuch 
© their Houſes in the Time of Divine 
Service on the Lord's Day, as they will 
* anſwer to Almighty God, and upon 
Pain of Our Higheſt Diſpleaſure. And 
© for the more EffeQual Proceeding here- 
© in, We do hereby Dire& and Com- 
* mand all Our Judges of Aſſize and 
* Juſtices of the Peace, to pive ſtrict 
* Charges at their teſpective Aſſizes and 
© Seſſions, ſor the due Proſecution and 
© Puniſhment of all Perſons that ſhall 
— — to Offend in any the Kinds a- 

eſaid, and alſo of all Perſons that, 
contrary. to their Duty, ſhall be Re- 
© miſs or Negligent in Putting the ſaid 
© Laws in Execution; and that they do, 
© at their reſpeRive Aſſizes and Quarter- 
geſſions of the Peace, ' cauſe this Our 
\ Proclamation to be publickly Read in 
r Open Court immediately beſore the 
Charge is given. And We do hereby 

further Charge and Command every 
* Miniſter in his reſpective Pariſh-Church 
* or Chapel, to Read or cauſe to be 
* Read this Our Proclamation, at leaſt 

Four times in every Year, immediately 

aſter Divine Service; and to incite and 

ſtir up their reſpeRive Auditories to 
F the PraQtice of Piety and Virtue, and 
: the Avoiding all Immorality and Pro- 

phaneneſs. And to the End that all 
Vice and Debaucbery, may be prevent- 
ed, and Religion and Virtue practiſed 
: by all Officers, Private Soldiers, Ma- 

riners, and others, who are Imployed 
* in Our Service by Sea or Land, Wedo 
© hereby ſtrictly Charge and Command 
© all Our Commanders and Officers 
© whatſoever, That they do take Care to 
„void all Prophaneneſs, Debauchery, 
© and other Immoralities, and that by 
© their own Good and Virtuous Lives 


e and Converſations, they do ſet Good 


Examples to all ſuch as are under their 
© Care and Authority, and likewiſe take 
© Care of and inſpe& the Behaviour of 
© allſuch as are under them, and Puniſh 
© all thoſe who ſhall be Guilty of any 


ec the Offences aforeſaid, ag they will be 7 . I | 


© Anſwerable for the III Conſequenees” - 
? of their Neglect herein. | 
GOD fave the King; 


This is the Decree ſet forth by Ord 
of the King and his Council, and is in- 
deed truly worthy the Character of him, 
ſtibd our Mosr REtL1G10US KIs, 
DxrEN DEA oF Tk Faith: And 


now, fince ſuch is the earneſt De fire of. 4 "bobs 


the Lord's ANo1NTED, that. Vice and 
Immorality ſhould every where be pu- 
niſh'd, bow is it that his Majeſty's Will 
and Pleaſure herein is not better attend- 
ed to? Whence is it that prophane - 
Swearing and Curſing, Vice and Im- 

morality, every where ſo much a- 
bounds among us, without more Care 
and Diligence uſed in detecting an 
ſuppreſſing it? Surely this is utterly a2 
Fault, a Neglect that tends greatly to the | 
Reproach of Chriſtianity, and the De- 


ſtruction of the Publick Good; and what © | 


ſhould by no Means be ſufferd in a 
(Chriſtian Land: But who is he-that will 
take upon him to admoniſh againſt Vice & 
alas tho' this be the indiſpenſable Duty 
of all, yet but few, yea, very few duly and 
truly regard it; on the contrary, everx 
one is willing to excuſe himſelf from an 
Obligation to detect his Fellow - Crea- 
ture herein, and transſer that Duty to 
another; while others in excuſing tbem- 
ſelves, transfer the Blame, upon the 
Magiſtrate, in neglecting duly to puniſh 
the Offender, when brought before him 3 
and verily where this is true, it is mue 
to be lamented that ſuch ſhould be ve. 
ed with the Magikerial Office; for eve jy. 
one. knows how odious the Name of 
an Informer is to the common Peoj Ne, 
and few are found whoſe Zeal for the 
Honour of God is ſuch, as ſufhcie atly 
ſtrengthens their Reſolution to ih- 


ſtand che Diſpleaſure of the rude. ) dul | 


r tude 1 


. 


ſew who have Zeal and Courage ſuffici- 
ent hereto, are worthy of double Hon - 
our; but if after a Perſon has been at 


the Expence, Labour, and Difficulty to 
convey the Criminal before the Seat of 


— is there coldly receiv'd, and 
ow-beaten as it were by the Magi- 


ſtrate, as has been the Complaint of 


ſome, this is ſo far from preventing this 


great Sin, that it greatly contributes to 


firengthen and encourage it, by diſ- 
couraging all Attempts to ſuppreſs it; 


2 A Token of CunisrTIan Love: Or, 
titude in this Matter, and therefore thoſe 


this Matter, notwithſtanding the A- 


mendments it has received ſince it was 
- firſt devis d; is yet ſo very lame and im- 


perſect, as oſten times the Innocent ſuffers 
much more in brigging the Guilty to 
Puniſhment, than the nies ſuſters by 
the Puniſhment ; and this alſo is no 
ſmall Diſcouragement in ſuppreſling this 
Vice, and which likewiſe is Cauſe pf 
Complaint by the Magiſtrate, that he al- 
ſo labours under Difficulties in this Mat- 
ter, which makes it greatly to be wiſh d, 
that the Act it ſelf might receive ſuch far- 


ther Amendments, as might remove theſe 
Difficulties, without which, it is hardly 
ever likely fully to anſwer the good End 


and hence the Enemy becomes ſtrong and 
- glories in Victory, which as it greatly 
« tends to the Reproach of Chriſtians, fo 


it no leſs beſpeaks the abſolute Neceſſity 
that due regard ſhould be had by the 
ſuperior Power concerning whom they 
entruſt with the Magiſterial Office, not 
conferring it upon ſuch who by uſing 
it as a Trade, make it ſubſervient only 
to'their own private Gain and Intereſt, 


Indifferency in diſcouraging Sin no way 


belongs, who are not only ſtrict in pu- 


miſhing Vice as the Law directs, but alſo 
earneſt in :zdmoniſhing againſt it, and 


for which it was intended ; but there 
would be no need for Laws and Penalties 
to prevent this Vice, if Reaſon might be 
permitted to direct the Thoughts; for 
ſuch is its Unproficableneſs, together 
with the Evil Conſequences thereof, as 
is ſufficient to make it abhorr'd by all 


that however he may boaſt himſelf in the 
Pride of his own Heart, and ſwagger 
with Oaths in every Sentence, thinking 
to make hinſelf look. big hereby, and 


but upon ſuch in whom is the Spirit of wiſe and conſiderate Perſons ; whoſe i th 
the Living God, and who acting by the Time, as it is not employ d upon Trifles, IM be 
ſame Spirit, will give Diligence to ſup- ſo neither are their Words ſpent in idle, I ay 
preſs Vice, and promote the Honour of much leſs in vain and prophane Conver=- an 
the Moſt High God, upon which depends fation ; an Oath to ſuch, is a very Sa- H 
the Good of their Country; ſuch, who cred Thing, and never us d but when it If tio 
gre not afraid of incurring the Diſpleaſure is requir'd by the Magiſtrate, upon ſome i an 
of Mankind, but are careful to adminiſter weighty and ſolemn Occaſion, to put an I th; 
Juſtice to all indifferently, without Re- End to Controverſy ; and therefore, to I ter 
fſpect of Perſons, conſidering that they uſe it in common Converſation, or upon Il thy 
jule for the Lord and not for Man; any triffling Occaſion, is a certain Token ¶ pu 
and indeed, many worthy Magiſtrates of @ vain and fooliſh Mind: And hence, I Br 
there are, unto whom the [mputation of let the prophane Swearer well conſider, IX. 


| by theirown Example in Piety and Re- command Reſpe& from others, yet he 

I igion teſtify that they act with Sincerity takes the moſt effectual Means to betray 

dd Truth; may the holy God vouchſafe his own Ignorance and Folly, behaves 

g early to encreaſe their Number! And like a mere Idiot and empty Coxeomb, 

ben this is the Caſe, it is not the Ma- levels himſelf with the moſtclowniſh Por- 

1 Arate's Fault that Vice is not puniſn d, ter, and Billingſgate Higler, and makes 

bu t wholly owing to the ſinful Neglect of himſelf not only contemprible .in the 

tho ſe by wham it is heard, in not bring - Eyes of all confiderate Perſons, but his 
ing the Criminal to Juſtice as the Law 

dire &3-; tho here indeed it is alſo to be 

| lam ented, that the AR it ſelf relating to w 
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by to the Wrath and Indignation of an 
angry God, who with terrible Judgment 
will condemn him to eternal Flames; 
remember this therefore O; Zinner, that 
as by thy Words thow ſhalt be 1 
ſo alſo by thy Words thow Halt be con- 
demned, St. Mat. xii. 36, 37. If you 
reſolve fiill to continue in the helliſh 
Language here advis'd againſt, then by 
thy Words thou ſhalt be condema ; 
but if chou wile keep thy Tongue from 
Evil, and thy Lips that they ſpeak no 
Falſhood ; if you will abhor Evil and 
do Good, ſeek the Ways of Peace and 
follow them, then by thy Words thou 
ſhale be juſtified. O bleſſed God vouch- 


ere Wl ſafe ſo ta guide us by thy boly Spirit, 
ies Wl that aur Tongues may always be ſetting 
be Wl forth thy Praiſe, and our Lips ex- 
for ¶ erciſed in the evondrous Things of thy 
her Wl Law, that fo we may be ſaved in the. 
as great Day of the Lord Feſus. 

all Secondly, It is a common Saying, that 
ole Wl they that will Swear, will alſo Lie; but 
les, be thou always careful, I pray you, to 
ile, N void this as well as the former Vice; 
'er- Wand ever ſpeak the Truth from your 
8a - Heart, for lying Lips are an Abomina- 
1 it WW tion unto the Lord; neither is there 
me BW any more odious among Men, 
an chan to be ſligmatiz' d with the Charac- 
to ter of a notorious Liar; fo alſo is it 
pon If threatned by the Divine Majeſty, to be 
cen  puniſt'd with the Lake of Fire and 
Ce, Brimſtone, as its Reward hereafrer; 
ler, Res. xi. 8. ) ; 

the Thirdly, Uſe not thyſelf to idle Talk- 
ger WF ing, or Jeſting, but let your Converſa- 
ing tion be about that which is Good to the 
ind Bl Uſe of Edifying ; remember the Toird 
he IU Commandment, and take hee] of uſing 
ray the Name of the Lord thy God pro- 
ves IN phanely, viz. either raſhly or careleſly, 
nb, I whoſe great Name is even dreadful a- 
'or- wong the Heathens, how much mote 
kes reverend therefore ought it to be eſteem- 
the ¶ ed among Chriſtians? Wherefore give 
his I the Lord the Honour due unto his Name, 
tied If for he hath faid that he will nat hold 
rely bim Guilcleſs that takerh his Name in 
* Fain; Es. xx 7, 8. Mat, xii. z9, 57. 


The Fourth Gift of Philanthropos & Philalerhes. / 


tewpt of the meaneſt Part of che Crea- 


and good Manners ; neither can we ever" 3 ' 


Fourthly, Learn to govern yout Paſa - 
ſions, and behaye yourſelf with Prudence 1 
and Diſcretion ; and hence be always 
careful to beware of Drinking to Exceſs: 
This is one of the grand epidemical 
Vices of this Nation; it is an Inlet to 
all Wickedneſs and Debauchery, which 
expoſes a Man to the Cenſure and Con- 


tion, and debaſes him much below the 
Beaſts that periſh, . who only drink to 
ſatisfy Nature, but Man ſo as 0 defiroy - 
Nature by his Intemperance | it robs 
him of the Angelical Gift, Rs ASN 
and makes the Angel truckel ro the De- 
vil. ls there a more melancholly Sight 
than to ſee a Man depriv'd' of bis Senſes? 
But theſe Men voluntarily deſtroy their 
Reaſon, and of Rational Creatures maka 
themſelyes much worſe than e 
by the great Crime of Drunkenneſs ! 
Therefore is the heavy Wrath of God 
denounced againſt them, and he will 
ſeverely puniſh them in the Day of his Vis 
ſitation, 1ſa. v. 11, 22. Hab. ii. 15, 16: 
Neither can thoſe by whom they are ſup- 
ply'd with ſuch Exceſs of Liquor, hope 
for any beter Treatment hereafter, than 
to ſuffer with them in the Puniſhmenc 
of their Crime; and what then will be i 
the Condition of thoſe, the Ale-houſe- - 
keepers, and Srrong Liquor Sellers, f 1 
mean, Who ſuffer their Houſes to b. 
Nurſeries of all Impiety and Prophanes Ml 
neſs, and are ſo much the bettet pleaſed; / 
the more inclined a Perſon is to Drink; 
and who for the ſake of preſent Gain, 
care not what Ruin and DeliruRtion theif -- 2 
Fellow Creatuies bring upon themſelves i 
hereby, which is the grand Bar to Piet "Mi 


hope for. the Im t of Religiork . 
and Virtue, while theſe Houſes are ſuf: 
fered ſo to increaſe among us, whereby 
the Sacred Sabbath, from Morning till 
Night, is ſpent in Drunkenneſs and De. 
bauchery, prophane Swearing ., and 
Curſingg Damning and Sioking, .as 
though they laboured to exceed. esch. o- I 
ther in Sin J horrible to the 7 1 = 
but much more ſo in the dreadful/Cons | 
WET TY Ou _ terns. 
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10 Toten of CHRISTIAN Love: Or, 


Equence thereof; from which, good 
Lord deliver us! Be therefore timely 
adviſed, I earneſlly beſeech you, again 

theſe Things, whereby you ſtand daily 
expoſed to be brought into judgment, 
and condemn d to eternal Torments : O 
therefore take heed, 1 beſeech you, and 
beware of Drunkenneſs, which can't be 
ſufficiently exelaim'd againſt, as depri- 
ving a Man of the Power of.conduQting 
himſelf as a Rational Creature, and be- 
OT OT Bs Where- 


Endeavour ftill, I pray, ne'retotranſoreſs, 
And fun the curſed Sin of Drunkenneſ' ; 
When ſuch a deadly filthy Sin takes place, 
All other damning Sins come on apace. 


And hener it is prohibited by Act of 
Parliament, which is follows. © Whereas 
© the lothſome and odious Sin of 
© Drunkennefs is of late grown in com- 
© mon Uſe within this Realm, being 
< the Root and Foundation of many 
« other enormous Sins, as Bloodſhed, 
< Stabbing, Murder, Swearing, Forni- 
c cation, Adultery, and ſuch like, to 
« the great Diſhonour of God, and of 
« Gur Nation, abuſively waſting the 
good Creatures of God. Be it there- 
« fore enacted by the King's moſt ex- 
« cellent Majeſſy, the Lords Spiritual 
" and Temporal, and Commons in this 
« preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 
the Authority of the ſame, that all and 
© every Perſon or Perſons, which after 
« forty Days next following the End of 
„ this nt Seſſion of Parliament, 
„ fall be Drunk, and of the ſame Of- 

« fence of Drunkenneſs, ſhall be law- 
„ fully convicted, ſhall for every ſuch 
6 Offence farfeir and loſe five Shillings 
t of lawful Money of England, to be 
"« Paid within one Week, next after 


e dis, her, or their Conviction thereof, 


to the Hands of the Church-Wardens 
t of that Pariſh where the Offence ſhall 
t: be committed, who ſhall be accoun- 
table thereof to the Uſe of the Poor 

s of the ſame Paiiſh, and if che ſaid Per. 


# 


© fon or Perſons fo convicted, ſhall te. 
* fuſe or negli ct to pay the ſaid For. 
© feiture as aforeſaid, then the ſame ſhall 
© be from Time to Time levied of the 
© Goods of every ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
© fo refuſing or neglecting to pay the 
© fame, by Warrant or Precept from the 
© ſame Court, Judge, or Juflices before 
© whom the ſame Conviion ſhall be: 
© And if the Offender or Offenders be 
© hot able to pay the Sum of Five Shil- 
© lings, then the Offender or Offenders 
© ſhall be committed to the Stocks for 
© every Offence, there to remain by the 
© Space of fix Hours. And be it hereby 
© further enacted by the Authority afore- 
© ſaid, that if any Perſon or Perſons, 
© being once lawfully convicted of the 
© ſaid Offence of Drunkenneſs, hall 
* after that be again convicted of the 
© like Offence of Drunkenneſs ; that 
© then every Perſon or Perſons ſo ſe- 
© condly convicted of the ſaid Offence 
© of Drunkenneſs, ſhall be bounden 
© with two Sureties in an Obligation of 
© Ten Pounds, to be from thenceforth 
© of good Behaviour. But no Perſon 
© ſhall be troubled herein, unleſs it be 
© within fix Months after the Offence 
© committed. Anno 470. Jac. 1. Chap. 
© 5. & 21. Chap. 7. 

Fifthly, Ol that the Iniquity of Man- 
kind could be waſh'd away by Tears, 
and mine Head were Waters, and mine 
Eyes Fountains of Tears, that I might 
weep Day and Night for the Sins of the 
People I alas, for them! that they will 
not be reclaim'd from the Error of their 
Ways, bur walk on ſtill in Darkneſs, 
and wallow in the Sins of their own 
Deſtruction ! and will you die in your 
Sins? will you Sacrifice your Soul, to 
the Luſt of the Fleſh, and 3 both 
Body and Soul for ever in Hell, for the 
Sake of gratifying your ſinful Appetites 
O! will you, for the ſake of Momentary 
Pleaſure purchaſe to yourſelf eternal Pain 
God forbid ! why then will you not be 
perſwaded to hearken to the Voice of God 
and flee Fornication ? come then! expect 


a While, and well conlider hat _ 


ed 


JJ b@©woeacicctcnriroe rc .coo@wow es oc... ee. ee eee 


offered to your Conſideration upon this 
Head beſore you fall into eternal De- 
ſtruction! but alas ! I know that to per- 
ſuade you ſrom this moſt Darling Vice, is 
to affe& you in the tendereſt Manner, 
and that you would almoſt as readily part 
with Life itſelf, as with this; yea, it is 
alſo to arm the Powers of Satan againſt 
me, ſince by this evil Device be gains 
many Souls to himſelf; wherein ſome 


are ſo far loſt, as even boldly to plead 


for it, and claim the Neceſſity there- 
of, yea, and to glory in the ſame ! bur, 
O wretched Man, and unwiſe, re- 
member that either thon or that 
muſt ſhortly die ; but now bear with 
me a little, I pray you, and let us 
examine ſomewhat more cloſely herein, if 
peradventur® you may be able to ſee 
your own Wretchedneſs, and how far 
Satan hath blinded you with the Deceit- 
fulneſs of Sin; for then you will. need no 
other Arguments to perſwade you againſt 
it, than what flows from the dreadful 
Conſequences thereof : And firſt, con- 
ſider what you do in committing this 
Sin ; remember that it is deordinate, or 
foreign from the End of your Creation ; 
the: Creator's Command was, Increaſe 
and Multiply, and therefore has he given 


to all Nature a procreative Faculty for 


multiplying Reings of the ſame Species 
to. ſupply their Mortality, and Experi- 
ence ſufficiently teſtifies that the irra- 
tional Part of the Creation regularly 
correſponds ro this Order of Things in 
the Propagation of their own Kind ; but 
the Fornicator inverts the Order of Na- 
ture by acting ditectly contrary thereto ; 
his Views are not to propagate his Spe- 
cies, but only to gratiſy a more than 
brut iſn Paſſion, and to wallow in the 
Pleaſure of Fil:hineſs, with Deſires di- 
rectly the reyerſe to what the Order of 
Nature requires: Which leads to a ſecond 
Reaſon why Fornication muſt be care- 
fully avoided ; namely, becauſe it has a 
Tendency to defiroy our Species, and 
thereby the Publick Co0d ; for they 
that commit this Sin are ſo far from de- 
ſigning to propagate the Hu naue Species, 


m 
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that they act with direct contrry View: 


and if, beyond Expectation, it thou 
ſo happe 
deſtroy the Inſant, and thus Murder is 
alſo introduced, as has been often the 
Caſe ; and now ſuppoſing it to be the 


Order of Nature that every conjupal 


Intercourſe ſhould be with a View to 


Procreation, as the Benaviour of the irra- 


tional Part of the Creation ſeems ſuffi- 
ciently to warrant ſuch a Suppoſition, 


then let the Criminal confider thus 


much; namely, that if he bas no Inten- 
tion to propagate his Species by that 
Embrace, than he Sins againſt the Or- 
der of Nature, and he may be ſure that 
his Sin will find him out; but if his 
Intention hereby be to propagate his 
Species, then why don't he marry ? 
by the Neglect of which, he ſins againſt 
both the Divine and Civil Law, in uſing 
Liberties which they forbid : Which ſug- 


geſts a third Reaſon why Fornicatiom 8 


muſt be avoided ; namely, becaule it is 
forbid by the Laws of the Land, 


and tends to breed Diſturbance and Con- 


fuſion in the Publick, which cherefore 


has provided Laws againſt it, threat- 


ning Puniſhment to the Offender herein: 
But the Criminal in this Matter not'on 
fins againſt Civil Society, but alſo again 


his own Body, whereby he injures the 


Publick, by diſabling himſelf, from giving 
it that Service which it bas a Right to de- 


mand of him: Which leads to a fourth 9 


Reaſon why this Sin ſhould be cafeſully 
avoided, and that is, the Tendency it 


has to injure the Body; and this is % Ii 


evident a Truth to all that will look into 
Hoſpitals, that they muſt be more than 


partly blind that will not ſee ir, and 1 


more than brutiſn that are not moved 


with Horror and Concern at the ſame: 


To ſee there the many dreadful SpeQacley 


of this Nature, labouring under moſt 
horrible and excruciating Pains, Which 
the Criminals are there oblig'd to ſuſſen 


for the Care of thoſe Wounds which the 


daus d, is Matter not only of Refent- 
ment to the Chriſtian, that ſuch horrible 
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Wiekedneſſ ſnhould be found in a Chriſtian 
Land, but alſo of muh Grief and Con- 
gern, that human Nature ſhould be thus 
 ſhameſully abus d, and made more vile 
and ignoble than the Beaſts that periſh ; 
truly theſe miſerable Objects is to me a 
Sight ſo affeRing that I am ſenſibly con- 
gern d for them, and wiſh for nothing 
more than that a Remedy might be 


m weg in my Power to contribute 
deny thing hereto! what Torment! 
what Anguiſh” of Body do they 
. great complain off! the whole 

Head is fick, and the whole Heart 


Putrifying Sores: Surely the Condition 
- of theſe unhappy Wrerches can't better 
be deſcrib'd than in the Words of the 
Pſalmiſt ; Thy Arrows, O God, ſtick faft 
in me, and thy Hand preſſetb me ſore ; 


#by Di/pleaſure, neither is there 4 1 
| 8.2 Bones by reaſon of my Sin, for 
any Wickedneſſes are gone over my Head, 
and are like 4 fore Burthen too beavy 
for me to bear ; my Wounds flink and 


are corrupt thro' my Fooliſneſs, aud 1 


en brought into ſo great Trouble and 


Mijery, that 1 go Mourning all the Day 
be; my Loins are filled with a fore 
Diſeaſe, and there is no whole Part in 
” wy Body; 1 am feeble and fore ſmitten, 

I bave roared for the very Diſquietneſs 
of my Heart, Pſal. xxxyiii. 2, 3, &. 
Thus truly and emphatically is deſcrib'd 
me miſerable Condition of thoſe unhap- 
a Wrerches in reſpe& to their Bodies, 
t how infinitely more deplorable muſt 
de the Condition of their Souls ! alas, 
theſe, without God's infinite Mercy, 


dee loſt and undone for ever l neither 


the Tongue of Men or Angels can ex- 

eſs the Greatneſs of their Miſery, in 
Lang banith's from God, and for ever 
ſhut out from his Fayour ! Which intro- 
duees the fifth and laſt Reaſon why this 
Sin muſt always be carefully avoided, 
how great or preſſing ſoever the Temp- 
tat ĩon thereto may be; namely, becauſe 
* $3 Tranſgrefſioa of the Law of God; 


found out to prevent it; and Ol that 
fre- 


faint with Wounds, and Bruiſes, and 


there is no Health in my Heß becauſe of 


12 A Token of Cur1sr1an Love: Or, 
all Tranſgreſſion of the Law is Sin, and 


all Sin is Abomination in the Sight of 
God, and this Reaſon alone is ſufficient 
to ſtop the Mouth of every Oppoſer, 
and make all Fleſh dumb before God: 
Whateyer the Creator forbids, it is the 
Creatures Duty to obey, without en- 
quiring into the Reaſon why it is com- 
manded, or objecting againſt it as un- 
reaſonable or hard: God, as our Crea: 
tor, bas a ſovereign Right over us to 
im poſe what Laws he pleaſes, and to 
puniſh the Diſobedient according to his 
Pleaſure; yet ſuch is his great Goodneſs, 
that as he requires nothing of his Crea- 
tures but what they have Power to per- 
form, ſo for an Encouragement to their 
Diligence herein, has promig'd , never. 
ending Joy to the Obedient, while he 
threatens everlaſting Puniſhment to the 
Diſobedient : Here then let the Criminal 
conſider, whether for the ſake of ſuffer- 
ing momentary Pain in mortifying hit 
corrupt Affections, he will gain ever- 
laſting Happineſs, or for the ſake of en- 
joying momentary Pleaſure to 
himſelf everlaſting Pain; which, as the 
Word of Truth has affur'd us, is the 
Puniſhment conſequent upon this Sin ; 
for thus ic is written, Be not deceived, 
Fornicators fall not inberit the Kingdom 
of God ; know ye net that yo are the 
Temple of God ? if any Man defile the 
Temple of God, bim hall God deſtroy, 
for the Temple of God is holy, which 
Temple ye are; therefore, flee Pornica- 
tian, far be that committeth Fornication 
2 againſt bis own Body ; what * 

ow ye nat that your Body is the Tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghoſt which is in you, 
which you baue of God, and you are not 
your own? for ye are bought with 4 
Price, even with the Blood of the holy 
Jeſus, therefore glorify God in your Body 
and in your Spirit, which are bis, 1 Cor. 
til. 16, 17.;& vi. 9, 18, 19, 20. Ses 
here then, O Sinner, thy Duty, and 
will you «> how it muſt be perform'd 8 
the Anſwer from God is, by Mortifica- 
tion; far they that are Chriſt's muſt cru- 
01 the Fleſh with its AﬀeRions and 

- Lyſis ; 


" 
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Luſts ; Mortify therefore your Members 
which are upon the Earth, Fornication, 
&c. for which Things ſake the Wrath of 
God cometh upon the Children of Diſobe+ 
dience, Gal. v. 24. Col. iii. 55 6. As 
therefore ſuch is the dreadful Conſe- 
quences of this Sin, which deſtroys the 
Image of God in the Soul, and finks it 
down into never-ending Woe, ſurely it 


is needleſs to add any Thing further, 


either to caution the Innotent agiinſt 
it, or convince the Guilty of the abſo- 
lute Neceſſity of a ſpeedy Repentance 
and Reformation, without which there 
can be no hope of Salvation : But now, 
methinks, I hear one ſay, alas, for me 
what a miſerable Condition have I 
brought my ſelf into ! if ir pleaſe God to 
recover me this time, I will never fall 
into the like apain; but O unhappy 
Wretch, doſt thou ſay this with thy Lips 
only, or doth it proceed from thy Heart? 
yea, rather, is it not extorted from thee 
thro' the Raging ot thy Guilty Conſci- 
ence within thee, and the horrible Fear 
of being ſpeedily ſent into Hell, there to 
ſuffer the eternal Puniſhment due to thy 
Sins; if indeed this be the Caſe, then 
verily, ſhould you obtain the Thing de- 
fired, it would- avail you nothing, for 
az a Hog that was waſh'd returns to 
its wallowing in the Mire, even ſo would 
you return as ſoon as the Hand of Cor- 
rection was from you, to wander in the 
ſame evil Courſe which brought you to 
that miſerable State, and thereby heap 
Tranſgreſſion upon .Tranſgreſſion, and 
add ſo much the more to the Punifhment 
of your Damnation ; and verily, as for 
thoſe common Strumpets who make a 
Trade of Sin, and for the ſake of Gain 
expoſe themſelves to every Comer, who 
ſeek for a Cure only on Purpoſe to be in 
a Condition to return ro their Sin again, 
and by their bewirching Charms entice 
the Unwary to fall into Deſtruction, I 
think it a great Mercy of God, yea, it 
1s great Good done to the Publick, to 
cut. them off from the Land of the Li- 
Ying, and baniſh them from all Humane 


Logiery ; neither are they deſerving any 


-when they are known ou 


» 
— 


other Favour from the Publick, than that 
a Stone ſhould be flung about theie 
Necks, and themſelves caſt therewith 
into the Sea; truly they are well de- 


ſerving of ſuch Treatment, as vile Ver- r 


min that poiſons the Air they breaths 
in, yea, they may well be conſider'd as 
ſo many Plagues and Peſts among Mans 


kind that ſeek the Deſtruction of the 


Common Wealth; the Character of 
whom is well deſcrib'd by the wiſe Man, 


I find more bitter than Death, ſaith he, 


the Woman whoſe Heart is Snares and 
Nets, and ber Hands are Bandy, Eccl, 
vii. 6, Truly I think theſe Miſcreanty 


ny'd the Benefit of Hoſpitals, or Medi- 
cal Relief, and are much more deſerving 


the Gallows than many hundreds that 
ſuffer there: But what ? would you have 


no Mercy upon your Fellow Creatures ? 
God forbid l but verily, I do not eſteem 


theſe: as ſuch, they have totally deſtroy d 


the Image of God in their Sauls, ate be« 


come alrogether Deviliſh, or rather, 


they are as ſo many Devils ſeeking our 
Deſtruction, and therefore are no fars 
ther deſerving of Regard than the Devil 
himſelf ; and to cure them is again to 
revive the deadly Poiſon of Infection, 
and to put them into a Condition of be- 
coming ſtill more deſtructive to Mankind, 


and helpful to the Devil in his Power a- A i 


gainſt them; for theſe are his Inſtruments, 


they have given themſelyes up to his Ser-. 
vice, yea, they are hisſworn Hirelings, ha. 


ving ſold themſelves to work Evil in the 


Sight of the Lord, and for the ſake of Gain 


expoſe themſelves to every Comer ; theſe 
are ſofaſt bound by theGhainsof Darkneſs, 


that to offer at any Argument to reclaim . 
them, is as tho' one ſhould attempt ta 
reclaim the Devil himſelf ; rhe Diſeaſe 


of Idleneſs, the Pleaſure of Sin, and the 
Hope of Gain, are the Bands by which 
Satan ſecurely retains them, and there is 


none able to pluck them out of his 


Hands but God alone, to whom they 
will not go that they might have Life; 
they will not be perſwaded to eat the 


Bread of Carefulnefs, and to learns © Þ 


* : 
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get their own Liviog by honeſt Induſtry ; 
| of theſe, — is no Hope of 
their ever being awakea'd from their Le- 
thargy of Sin, till it be done by the 
Flames of Hell, and the Pit of never- 
ending Torments hath receiv'd them in- 
to its Boſom | wt after having paſs'd 
thro” ſeveral Salivations, perhaps with 
the utmoſt Hazard of their Lives, which 
are as ſo many Fore-taſtes of Hell, are 
nothing at all reclaim'd by them, but 
as a Hog that was waſh'd returns to 
«ts wallowing in the Mire, ſo they alſo 
return to their former evil Courſe, and 
put it beyond the Power of Art to ſave 
them! alas, for them! their State is 
poor and deſperate, and like Dathan 
and Abiram, are ripe for Deſiru&ion, to 
be ſwallow'd up alive into the Pit: 
And now, ye Hell-Hounds, ye Abo- 
minable of the Earth, ye Serpents, 
ye Generation of Vipers, ye Self- 


Delſlroyers, ye Curſe of Mankind, bow 


can ye eſcape the Damnation of Hell, 
which even now awaits your Coming ! 
Caft your Eyes down and ſee, look into 
tbe borrible Gulph of never ending Tor- 
ments; ſee there the Hell of never-dying 
Fire, and let the Proſpe& of a dreadful 
Eternity now ready to receive you into 
its Boſom, awaken you, if poſſible, from 
the Delirium of Sin and Madneſs ; ſee 
there the ten Thouſand times ten Thou- 
ſand moſt miſerable Wretches, in the ut- 
mo Anguiſh of Soul aud borrible De- 
Pair, loft and wndone to all Eternity | 
Bark how they beepail themſelves in 
.  Evread{ul Sighs and Shreeks, in Groans 
and Gnafting of Teeth, in fruitleſs Tears 
and bitter Lamentations | hebel, I ſay, 
the Forrible Sight, and let the Words of 
the Damn'd awaken you to Attention: 
O! miſerable ! miſerable beyond Expreſ- 


ſen! ges, beyond Compariſon ur;ſpeak- 


256% miſerable and wretched that I am 


O be all ſave me from the Power 
of #his Death ! cu fall deliver me from 
this moſt deplorable Condition ! co fall 
e ſeroe me from - the Eternity of theſe 
Torments! ab me! that ever I 4. 


lern, that ever I liv'd to offead is ber 


A Token of. Curisrlan Lovs: Or, 


come thus intolerably miſerable vn 
epretched ] curſ:d be the Day that gave 
me Birth ! and-curſed be they by whom 
I was conctived) why died 1 not from 
the Womb ? why did I not give up the 
Ghoft from the Infancy of my Life l why 
did the Knees prevent me 4 or why the 
Breaſts that gave me ſuck | for then had 
I been quiet and at veſt, yea, 1 had ef- 
caped this dreadful Pain and PuniÞment 
unto which my Sins have now for ever 
con ſien d me: For ever | O dreadful 
Thought | wbt? after enduring the 


Wrath and Indignation of an angry God 


for ten Thouſand times ten Thouſand 


Ages, an Eternity of Torments flill ts 


come | O how inſupportable is the 
Thought | epould ts God therefore that 1 
bad been a Caterpillar, a Worm, or any 
Thing but what I am | Conlider this 
therefore, O ye unbappy Wretches, if 
you can conſider it, ſee where you are 
baſining space, and there is no Hope, 
no Poſlibility of eſcaping, except you 
can make Speed to Chril}, and by Power 
from bim break off your Sins, and be- 
come perfectly renewed both in Body 
and Soul; but if this be not done, 0 
then ! alas for you that ever you were 
born! But perhaps your Caſe is not al- 
together ſo deplorable; it may be your 
Reſolution of Amendment proceeds from 
a tiye Contritian of Soul, a Conſe ſſion 
not extorted by the Stings of Con- 
ſcience, but from a Conſciouſneſs of thy 
own loſt and undone Condition, in ba- 
ving been thus rebellous againſt thy 
God, treaſuring up Wrath againſt the 
Day of Wrath, with longing Defires of 
obtaining Mercy and Reconciliation : 
And do you now indeed ſee yourſelf tru 
ly deſerving Damnation? are you duly 
ſenſible of the Corruption of your own 
Soul, and of the heavy Load of Sin? yes, 
have you a ſincere Soi now for your Sins ? 
do you utterly abhor yourſelf for your 
Tranſgreſlions ? and do you thirſt aſter 
Pardon, Mergy, and Reconciliation with 
God, deſiring only to be again refiord 
to Health, to ſhew yourſelf an Example: 


of Repentance and Contition N 2 
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wy if this indeed be thy Caſe, then happy 
IP O happy Reſolution ! fear nbt, for there 
2 js till Hope, yea, Sinners there is a Sa- 
8 viour for thee ! the Sacrifice of a broken 
b and contrite Heart God will not diſpiſe ; 
„e, Chriſt will plead bis Merits: for 
þ a thee, his precious Blood will waſh away 
| 5 thy Sins, wake thee 1 whole, 
1” WW and preſent you ſpotleſs before his Fa- 
od ther's Throne : Rouſe, rouſe, therefore 
Wir thy Soul from the Death of Sin, make 
if he ſpeed to Chriſt and he ſhall give thee 
% Life; have you liv'd long in 2 fioful 
ond Courſe ? yet now you are earneſtly ex- 
1 horted to a Reformation ; have you been 
1 call d before and would not obey ? yet 
5 now make no Delay in turning unto the 
11 Lord, if perhaps the Evil of thy Sins 
any may be forgiven thee ; ariſe therefore 
* thou that ſleepeſl, and cry mightily to 
, him who is mighty to ſave, and Chriſt 
a” I will give thee Mercy ; God himſelf now 
ope, I invites you to Happineſs, and will you 
Jou IF not obey? hearken to his gracious Voice 
mo calling to you from Heaven; OB! do 
3007 wot this abominable Thing which 1 hate, 
„en the Lord, but let unto me and 
» ” Wl be ye ſaved ; give me thy Heart, keep 
wy my Commandments and live, for 1 have 
C3" IN no Pleaſure in the Death of a Sinner, 
J or but that be turn from bis Way and live ; 
py Y O therefore, turn ye, turn ye from your 
> Lt evil Ways, for why vill you die + Waſb 
Fe make ye clean, put away the Evil 
| — of your Doings from before mine Ejes, 
ſ bo ceaſe to do Evil, learn to do well, come 
! 4 pow, faith the Lord, and let ws _ 
es of eber; the your Sins be as Scarlet, 
ak they Pall be as white as Snow ; tho' 
5 they be red like Crimſon, they ſpall be as 
Ju! Wool, ſaith the Lord: And now, Sinner, 
| 4 that you are hearty and fincere in re- 
** turning to God, I very greatly rejoyce, 
2 » yea, there is Joy alſo for thee in Heaven, 
i rag the Angels of God-rejoyce at the happy 
* News of your Converſion, and the hea- 
nd rely Hoſts ſounds forth the Praiſes of 
ford {God for the ſame ; go on therefore to in- 


improye in thy Love and Obedience to 
#({Gwilt, cake good heed cat you no more 


AM 
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ſent Death (Lev. xx. 10.) and ſurely thbe ; 


creaſe unto Perfection, labour daily to 


thing readers us more auceptable in the 


& Philalethes. 13 

give Ear to the Solicitations of the Evil 

One, but pray often to God, and keep thee l 
cloſe by Chriſt in Faith and Love, Who ⁵⁵ 
will never leave thee, nor forſake tber. 
O Lord God Almighty , be gracious unte 1 
thy devant, T beſrech thee; and Ge | 
ſaſe to bleſs and ſan#ify this ts thoſe 1 
for æubom it is deviſed, that thro' thy — | 
Grace they may be deliver'd from the | 
Power. of Satan, and brought into the þ 
glorious Liberty of the Children of God ; | 
be it ſo. Lord Feſus vouchſaſe to ſay, 
Amen ! | 5 | ve 'N 
Sixthly, But ſtill a more horrible Scene 
of Wickedneſs, if poſſible, preſents ir ſelf h 
to the Mind, at the Thoughts of which, 
my Heart is turn'd within me, m 
Spirits fail, my fainting Blood grows 
cold, yea, I greatly tremble with Sor- 
row while I reffe ct upon the Iniquity of 
Mankind herein, for not only the Sin 

of Fornication, but even that molt hor- 
rible one of Adultery is alſo had ic 
efteem! and what Tongue can ſuffici- 
ently cenſure this, or Heart lament it? 
yea, what Chriſtian can hear it without 
Aſtoniſnment; alas! that ſuch a mon- 
firous Crime as this ſhould be commit- 
ted not only in a Chriſtian Land, but 
alſo by thoſe who would be called Chri- 
fiians! but is not the Devil alſo a 
Chriſtian ? Does. not he believe thar 
Jeſus is the Son of God? what hindets 
then but that he has as much right to 
Salvation as theſe who are guilty of this 
Aboinination againſt the Lord ? againſt 
which the great Febovab has ſo de- 
clar'd his Abhorrence, as that he hay 
commanded it to be puniſh'd with pre- 


great Prejudice it does to Civil Society ©} 
and Family Tranquility deſerves.no leſs. *& 
May the good God vouchſafe to all ſuch *. * 
a Meaſure of bis Holy Spirit, that all 
may delight in bim after the inne I 
Man, and give ali Diligence to root out ' 
#be Body of in-dwelling Sin, ſerving the _ 
Lord with Love and godly Fear. 
Seventhly, As nothing is more amb» 
able than Love and Benevolence, ſo no- 
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a 16 4 Token of CuRISTIAN Love: Or, 


Sight of God than this Diſpoſition, 
and witbout which all that we can do 


will be Abominable in his Sight, for 


without Charity it is impoſſible to 
ory God; and hence our bleſſed 
d has earneſily preſs d it upon Man- 


kind, and has made it a Chara cteriſtiek 


of a Perſon's being bis Diſciple ; 
Hereby, ſays he, fall all Men know 


that ye are my Diſciples, if ye love one 


another : And hence Cruelty of what 
Nature or Degree ſoever is as oppoſite 
to God as Light is to Darkneſs ; God 
ſhews Compaſſion to all, yea, be 
giveth Fodder unte Cattle, and feedeth 
the young Ravens that call upon bim, 
and is kind to the Unthankful and to the 
Evil. ( Pſa}. cxlvii. 9. S. Lake vi. 35.) 
and the Command of Chriſt is, That we 
be Merci ſul, even as our beavenly Fa- 


iber is Merciful, S. Luke vi. 36. Mercy 


therefore muſt be exercis'd towards the 
irrational as well as rational Part of the 
Creation, for this is what the God of 
Mercy requires, who has ſubjected Brute 
Animals to us for our Uſe and not for 
our Abuſe, for which we ſhall be firi&- 
ly accountable at the pu Day of Judg- 
ment ; what then will be the Condition 
of thoſe whoſe Pleaſure now conſilis in 
incenfing dumb Creatures ſo againſt each 
other, as to deſtroy and devour one ano» 
ther ? ſurely, their Joy will then be 
turn'd into Mourning, and their. Laugh- 


ter into Lamentatjon 5 but ſtill more 
-+Horrid and barbarous is that Cuſtom of 
- - tying harmleſs and uſeful Animals to a 


Stake, as a Mark to fling at, and ſport 


themſelves with l a Cuſtom this, fo hor- 


WL ribly barbarous and inhuman that one 
would think it ſhould not be ſo much 
_ as nam'd among Chriſtians, and yet as 


inhuman and more than brutiſh as it is, 
it has ſo prevail'd among us as to have 


© one Day in te Year more peculiarly 


* Uiftinguiſh'd by it! in which Mankind 


| betrays a Diſpoſition more ſavage and 


- cruel than the Beaſts that periſh, and 
which juſtly tends to bring the Cenſure 
and Odium of other Nations upon us, 
o:herwiſe more rude and unciviliz'd than 


ourſelves ; and hence this Day inſtead of 
being known by the Name of Sbrove 
Tueſday, ſhould rather be call'd a Day of 
Perſecution, and. that not of one cruel 
Tyrant againſt another, but of Chriſti- 
ans, againſt whom ? Enemies ? no ve 
rily, but of poor, harmleſs, innocent, 
dumb Creatures, ty d to a Stake, and 
club'd to Death by the throwing of 
Sticks, to make Sport for Chrifiians ! 
and is this Chriſtianity? then, verily, 
let me be a Mabometayn, or Heathen, 
rather than a Chriſtian | but now, miſ- 
take me not, theſe are no Chriſtians, but 
rather Devils in Human Habit; be is the 
Parent of Cruelty, and theſe ſhew them- 
ſelves to be his Children, by imitating 
him in their Behaviour; God is merci- 
ful, his Children are merciful ; rhe Devil 
is cruel, his Children are likewiſe cruel ; 
theſe are cruel, and delight in Cruelty, 
and therefore are they of their Father 
the Devil, and the Works of their Fa- 
ther they will do ; he was a Murderer 
from the Beginning; theſe are Murder- 
ers, cruelly ſporting themſelves with 
God's Creatures, that anſwer the End 
of their Creation much better than theme 
ſelves: O wretched Sight! to ſee 4 
Crowd of Men got together to knock 
down a, poor Cock | Time well em- 
ploy'd ! Reaſon nobly exercig'd I and 
Chriſt much honour'd ! the Heathen 
laughs at it ! all Nature cenſures it, 
and Chriſtianity utterly condemns it as 
Monſtrous and Deviliſh ! he then that 
hath the leaſt Regard for Chriſtianity, 
let him ſhew it, by departing from the 
Place of theſe witked Men, and leave 
theſe Inſtruments of Satan to follow 
their own Deſlruction, till they are de- 
ſtroy d, or elſe let them come to a ſpeedy 
Reſolution of forſaking their preſent 
evil Courſe, and putting on the Bowel: 
of Mercy, Loving-kindneſs, and Charity, 
laying hold on Chriſt by Faith and Obes 
dience : But I mean not this purely for 
the ſake of dumb Cres bur becauſe 
the Honour of God is greatly 2. 
bur d, deſpite is done to the Spirit © 
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upon our moſt holy Religion, there- 
fore do I the more earnelily plead againſt 
it, as that which ought not to be nam'd 
among Chriſtians, whoſe Actions ſhould 
always be agreeable to their Sacred Pro- 
ſeſſion, that thereby they may reflect 
Honour upon the holy Feſus; but to 
delight in Cruelty of any kind whatſo- 
ever, is as different thereto as. Light 
is to Darkneſs, and ta deſire to ob- 
tain any Thing by cruel Means is abſo- 
lutely unlawful ; and as there is nothing 
that more diſtinguiſhes a Chriſtian Spi- 
tit from the Spirit of the World, than 
Love and Compaſſion, ſo neither is there 
a wore certain Sign of the Want of 
Chriltranity, than to delight in Cruelty 
of any ſort ; and while I ſee Multitudes 
ſporting. themſelves with the barbarous, 
yea, helliſh Pleaſure, either of promo- 
ting -Quarrels between their Fellow- 
Creatures, and ſlirtiag them up to fight 
in order to to make them Spore, or irrita- 
ting dumb Animals with the ſame In- 
tention, or tying them to, Stakes, as 
Marks to fling at, and ſport themſelves 
with, I am fill'd with Griet and Sorrow, 
in as much as to me it is an evident To- 
ken that they as yet know nothing of 
the Love of Chrilt as they oughe to 
know, but flill labour under the Domi- 
nion_and Power of Sig, which after the 
Nature of the Devil its Author, delights 
in nothing ſo much as - Cruelty, and 
Bloodſhed ; ſurely then this evil Cub 
tom ought by all poſſible Means to be 
reſtrain d; and hence I moſt earneſily 
increat every Magiſtrate, every Officer 
of a Pariſh, and every Teacher of Chil- 
dren, to contribute all they can, not 
only. ro ſuppreſs the Crime it ſelf, but 
alſo. to baniſh the Memory of it from us, 
by prohibiting the Imitation therof in 
any kind whatſoever : Ia What can we 
be better employ d than in the Service of 


God and the Good gur Fellow Crea- 
tures, tho it ſhould be ac the Exp-nce + ; 
own, and give you 


of our Lives and Fortunes ? wherefore; 
I tumbly beſeech you to ſhew your 


Jelves Men, yes rather, ſhew yourſelves 
Arillians zand ſhew a due Reſent ment 


The Fourth Gift of Philanthropos & Philatethes: 17 | 
againſt this Vice, as that "which intfb-. 


duces many others, as propbane Swear- 
ing, and Curling, Idleneſs and Knavery, 


c. One Place more eſpecially I woutd 
mention as richly deſerving the Cenſute 
of the Magiſtrates, namely, the Upper- 


Moor fields ; a Place not only noted for be- 


ing the reſort of idle and diſolate Perſons, 


but is more eſpecially famous, or rather 
infamous for the thing here advis'd a- 
gainſt, not only upon the Day above- 


mention d, but even along time before 


it comes; what Cariſtiaa can paſs thfö' 
ir without being ſurpris d at the Multi- 
tudes there aſſembled together for this 


moſt nameſul Purpoſe ! And is not his 


ſufficient to engage every Chriſtian Ma- 


2 to ſhew a ſuitable Reſentment in 
ſuppreſſing ir, doth as it is an AR of Bar- 


barity, and alſo as it greatly tends to ſean- 


dalize Chriſtianity; truly L hope it will: ; 


But now what ſhalll ſaytothoſe who pur- 


chaſe dumb Animals purely to "apply 


them to this purpoſe ? verily, I earneft- 
ly exhort them to remember that the 
time will ſhortly 'come when God will 


deal with them according to their Works, 


when the ſame Meaſure that they mete 


now, ſhall be meaſur deo them to their 


eternal Shame, when be that fpeeveth 
no Mercy, ball baue Fudgment with- 


out Mercy : Remember, O vile Wretch, . _ 


whoſoever thou art that delighteft ih 


this Thing, thay, chere is nothing more | 
beſpeaks thee to be the Child of Hell + 
and Slave of Satan than Cruelty ; and © © 
while this Temper remains in you, even 


Heayea it ſelf u ere it poſſible for you to 
be there, would be as the Borders of 


Hell; ſee then, O miſerable 3 g 


ſee your ſelf if poſſible to be Hill in t 
Fetters und Chains of Sin; and away; 
make haſte to Chriſt, plead with him tor 
Mercy and converting Grace, that be 
would no longer ſuffer you to continue 
2 Child of,the Devil, but change the 
nage of Satan in you to that of hjg 
x due Senſe, hot 
voly of the great Sin of Cruelty in gene: 


ral, but alſo of the exceeding Precioul- 
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ly in thus ſhameſully abuſing it; for 
yet a little while and Death will take 
you hence, and then you will have ſad 
Cauſe, eternally to lament that you did 
not imploy every Moment of your Time 
to the Honour of God and the Good of 
our immortal Sdul, and the Remem- 
ce of this very Thing which now 
amuſes you with the Hope of Gain, will 
then greatly add to your Torment; re- 
pent therefore of the Evil of your Ways, 
and make ſpeed to Chriſt for Mercy and 
Pardon; ſo ſhall you ſee abundarit 
Reaſon to be thankful ſor the Advice 
dere given you, and change your Re- 
- proaches into Prayers and good Wiſhes 
me, ef | 
Bigbiby, Righteouſneſs, ſays the 
wiſe Man, exalteth @ Nation, but Sin 
is 4 Reproach to any People, Prov. xiv. 
34 As Religion therefore is the Anchor 
or Baſis upon which the Good of the 
Common Wealth depends, and whereby 
Nations and Kingdoms are preſerv d 
from Plunder and Deſtruction, it there- 
fore highly becomes the Duty of all, of 
what Rank, Degree, or Profeſſion ſo- 
ever, carefully to contribure what they 
can to cultivate and improve this one 
Thing needful, and would to God it 
were ſo indeed; but ſuch is our great 
Unhappineſs herein, that while every one 
miads the Things of their own, and 
not the Things of the Lord, we ſeem to 
think as tho' of all other Things that 
was the leaſt needful ; and bence, how 
jull it is to complain in the Words of the 
Prophet of old, is well known to thoſe 
who are not Strangers to Religion 
and the preſent Behaviour of Mankind; 
Tour Iniquities,(aid he, have ſeparated be- 
#ween you and your God, and your Sins 
bave hid his Face from you, that be 
will not bear; for your Hands are de- 
Fled with Blood, and your Fingers evith 
Iniquity, your Lips bave ſpoken Lies, 
your Tongue bath mutter d Perverſeneſs : 
None calleth for Fuſtice, nor any plead- 
eth for Truth : They truſt in Vanity, and 
ſpeak Lies; they conceive Miſchief, and 
bring forth Iniquity ; their Feet. run to 
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Evil, and they make ha ſte to fbed inn 
cent Blood; their Thoughts ave Thought: 
of Iniquity ; Waſting and Deſtruct ion an 
in their Paths; the Way of Peace thy 
know not, and thert is no Fudgment is 
their Goings; they bave made then 
crooked Paths, whoſoever goeth therein, 
Hall not know Peace ; therefore is Fudg- 
ment far from us, neither doth Fuftic 
overtake ut; we wait for Light, but 
bebold Obſcurity ; for Brightneſs, but 
eve walk in Darkneſs ; we grope for the 
Wall like the Blind, and wwe grobe as if 
we bad no Eyes; we flumble at Nn 
Day as in the Night ; wwe ave in deſs 
late Places as dead Men; we yoar all 
like Bears, and mourn ſore like Doves; 
eve look for Fudg ment, but there is none; 
for Salvation, but it is far from ut; 
for our Tranſgreſſions are multiplied bt: 
fore thee, and our Sins teflify again} 
ws ; for our Tranſereſſions are with us, 
and as for our nit iet, u know 
them, in Tranſgreſſing and Lying 4. 
gainſt the Lord, and departing aww) 
from otty God, ſpeaking Oppreſſion and 
Revolt, conceiving and uttering from the 
Heart Word! of Falſhood ; and Fudgment 
is turned aWay backward, and Fuſtia 
fandetb afar off ; for Truth is fallen i 
the Street, and Equity cannot enter ; 
yes, Truth faileth, and be that 4«- 
parteth from Evil maketh bimſelf « 
Prey, Iſa. lix. 2, 3, Sc. And what 
now can be done to reyive the 
Spirit of Religion among us, and ob- 
tain the Love of God towards us* 
Verily, nothing ſeems more needful here- 
to than a due Regard to the Divine 
Command of obſerving to keep Holy the 
Sabbath-Day, which is the Soul's great 
Fefiival of ſpiritual Intercourſe with 
God ; prophane it nor therefore, by 
making it a Day of idle Sport and wan- 
ton Recreation, or a Marker Day to 
ſell and get Gain, as the Manner of ſome 
is, who for the ſake of a little momen- 
tary Profit, hazard to themſelves eter- 
nal Loſs; wherein we can't ſurely too 
much admire the Weakneſs and amazing 
Folly of Mankind, nor $00 greatly 
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lament the low Ebb of Chriſtianity at 
this Time, in that the Lord's Day, which 
we are ſo ſtrictly requir'd to keep Holy, 
(Exo. xx. 9, 10. Lev. xxiii. 37. Iſa. lviii. 
13, 14.) ſhould bl fo ſhameſully abuſed 
and prophaned among us, without more 
Regard being had to reſtrain the Offen- 
ders: Hence it is that the Sabbath is 


become a Fiſh Market Day to ſome, be-- 


ing wholly employ'd, at the Seaſon, of 
the Tear, in carrying about, and crying 
Mackrel to ſell, to the great Scandal of 
Chriſtianity, and Offence of all good 
People, who are thereby often diſturb'd in 
their Publick Worſhip of God. This 


ble too 


fling Gain ; neicher is it 


their Cultom, muſt alſo to ſhare 


of their Crime; but, as though this Sa- 


ried about in it, when in all the Week 


and impious Wretch | thus wilfully to re- 
bel againſt thy great Creator, and provoke 


But by what Authority doſt thou theſe 


pious Cuſtom, the Law of the Land 
being Silent herein, and therefore thou 
haſt no right from thence, but the Law 


tion to thy eternal Shame ; bur are you 
not now aſham'd to reproach Chriſtianity 
by prophaning the Sabbath in doing thar, 
which for want of Chriſtian Zeal is ſuf- 
ſer d thee to do, and wherein thou baſt 
nothing to Countenance thee but im- 
pious Cuſtom ? by cloſing with which, 
you evidently declare yourſelf the Child 
pf the Devil, and are not aſham'd to 
ſtarve your Soul to DefiruRion for the 


able Man, can you be thus ungrateſul to 
kriſt who laid dowa his Life for thee ? 


The Fourth Gift of Philanthropos C- Philalethes, 1 


lurely is to expoſe themſelves to ever - 
laſting Pain for the ſake of a little tri - 


ſeverely ro cenſure their Folly herein; 
and verily thoſe who encourage them by 


with them hereafter in 'the Puniſhment 


cred Day was the moſt convenient Time 
for that Exerciſe, Fiſh may be ſeen car- 


belides there has been none ! O fooliſh 
him to"defiroy you before the Time: 


things, or who is he that gave thee 
this Authority ? Truly, only by im- 


of God condemns it, and thou by being 
guilty thereof, ſhall feel his Condemna- 


[ike of a little trifling Gain; but, O miſe · 


and whom, iſ you lov'd as you ought, the 


Offer of the whole World could not in- 


duce you to do thus wickedly againſt him; 
and how much the Civil Power is guilty. 
before God for ſuffering thee in it, 
will hereafter be better known when 
God ſhall judge every, Man according to 
his Doings, when this thy Preſumption, 
O Sinner, ſhall then alſo be puniſh'd. 
to thy eternal Confuſion ! make haſte 
therefore to flee from the Wrath to 
come, go (0 God, humble thyſelf be- 
fore him, forſake your evil Ways, and 
plead with Jeſus Chriſt for Mercy and 
Pardon'; have Faith in him, and Love 
bim with all thy Heart, and he will 
never ſuffer thee to want what is need- 
ful: Conſider well what is here advis d, 
and friendly receive it as it is intended, 
and ſuffer it to reſtrain you for the fu- 
ture from falling into the Sin here ad- 
moniſh'd againſt : Others there are'who 
while they ſhould attend upon the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, are induſtriouſſy 
employ'd abour their daily Exerciſe of 
Shaving and Preparing Wigs ; and 
what leſs is this then to commit Sacri- - 
lege againſt the Divine Majeſty, by rob- 
bing him of that ſmall Portion of Time 
which he has ſanctified and ſet apart for 
his more immediate Service; theſe 
Things therefore ought not to be done 
upon the Sabbath, neither would it be 
ſuffer'd among us, had we ſo much Zeal. 
for Chriſtianity, as ro make us worthy . 
the Name of Chriſtians. O Chriſtiani- 
ty ! the greateſt Cordial that ever was 
offer d to the Soul! how ait thou de- 
ſpiſed and forſaken, and the Poiſon f 
Sin greedily embrac'd in thy room:? 
My Soul is greatly diftreſs'd that fo in- 
eſtimable a Bleſſing fhould be thus ſname- 
fully abus d and neglected, even fo as 
to endanger its being taken from ue, and 
given to a Nation more deſerving : 
May the Divine Being ſo diſpoſe the 
Minds of thoſe unto whom the Sword of 
Juſtice and Power of Chaſiiſement is 
committed, that they may ſhew a ſuit- | 
able Zeal for the Promotion of that 
whith above all other Things moſily 
requires 
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requires their utmoſt Care and Dili- ©. to abide orderly and ſoberly, during 
ON to improve, as that which will © the Time of, the Common Prayer, 
ocure immortal Honqur to them here, © Preaching, or other Sejvice of God 


and e Happineſs, hereafter, great, be- 
yond Expreſhon, and as laſ ing as their 
Souls ! for They that bonowy me, ſays 


rhember therefore the Sabbath Day to 
eep it Holy, even as the Lord hath 
manded, ſaying ; Take beed unte 


yourſelves, and bear no Burden on the. 


p roger Day, neither carry forth a Bur- 


ay, but ballow ye the Sabbath Day as 


urn away thy Foot from the Sabbath, 
51 doing thy Pleaſure ow my Holy 
ay, and call the Sabbath a Delight, 


8 Holy of the Lord, Honourable, and. 


ſalt bonowr him, not doing thine own 


Hay „ nor Fnding thine own Pleaſure, 
Healing thine own Words ; then. 
Halt thou delight thyſelf, in the Lord, 


4nd I will cauſe thee to ride upon the 


Mygb Places of the Barth, and feed thee 


nb the Heritage of jacob thy Father, 
for the Mouth, of the Lord bath ſpoken 


#, Jer, xvii. 21, 22. Iſa. lvili. 13, 
iT Take heed therefore of prophan- 


5 8 the Sabbath, by making it a Day of 
, and wanton Recreation, as the 


the Houſe of God, as the Act of Par- 


ament directs, which is as follows: - 


Namely, © That from and after the Feaſt 


* of, the Nativity of St. Jobn Baptiſt 
© next coming, all and every Perſon and 


© Perſons inhabiting within this Realm, 
©,or, any other, the Queen's Majeſty's 


© Dowinions; ſhall diligently and faith - 
_ © fully, having no lawful or reaſonable 


© Excuſe. to be abſent, endeavour them- 


© ſelyes to reſort to their own Pariſh. 
Church or Chapel accuſtomed, or upon 
© retfonable let hereof, to ſome uſual. 
Place 1. Fm Prayer and ſuch 

09d ſhall, be us d in ſuch 
Time of let, upon every Sunday and 


Service of 


© other Days ordain'd and us'd to be 


*.kipt as holy Days, and men and et 


— 


— 


od, J evil! bonour, but they that def- 
Piſe me ſhall be lightly efleemed : Re- 


ex ou? of your Homſes on the Sabbath 


1.commanded your Fathers : And if thou 


manner of ſome is, but carefully attend 
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wholeſome Law. 


there to be us'd and miniſtred, upon 


Pain of Puniſhmerft by the Cenſures 


of the Church, and alſo upon Pain that 


every Perſon ſo effending, ſhall for- 


feit for every ſuch Offence, twelve 
Pence, to be "levied by the Chuich 
Wardens of the Pariſh where ſuch Of. 
fence ſha}l be done, to the Uſe of the 
Poor of the ſame Pariſh, of the Goods, 
Lands, and Tenements of ſuch Of- 
fender, by way of Diſtreſs. And for 
due Execution hereof, the Queen's 
moſt excellent Majeſty, the Lord; 
Temporal, and all the Commons in 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled, do 
in God's Name, earneſtly require and 
charge all the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 


and other Ordinaries, that they ſhall 
- endeavour themſelves to the uttermoſt 


of their Knowledge, that the due and 


true Execution hereof may be had 


throughout their Dioceſs and Charges, 
as they ſhall anſwer before God, for 
ſuch Evils and Plagues wherewith Al- 
mighty God-may juſtly puniſh his Peo- 
ple for neglecting this good and 
2 Eliz. 1. S. 14. 

And again: For the better Obſer- 


vaſion and keeping the Lord's Day, 


commonly call'd Sunday: Be it en- 


acted by the King's moſt excellent 
. Majeſty, by and with the Advice and 


Conſent ot the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and of the Commons of 
this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and 
by the Authority of the ſame, That 
all the Laws enzQted and in force 
concerning the Obſervation of the 
Lord's Day, and. repaining to the 
Church thereon, be carefully put in 


Execution; and that all and every 


* 6 a M m «a 


Perſon and Perſons whatſoever, ſhall 
on every Lord's Day, apply them- 
ſelyes to the Obſervation of the ſame, 
by, exerciſing themſelves thereon in 
the Dies of Pie'y and true Religion, 
publickly and prwately. And that 
no Tradeſman, Artificers Workman; 

VVV 


* 


* 
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© Labourer, or other Perſon whatſoever, 
© ſhall do or exerciſe any worldly. La- 
© bour, Buſineſs, or Work of their or- 
© dinary Callings upon the Lord's Day, 
© of any Part thereof, Works of Neceſ- 
* ſity and Charity only excepted. And 
that every Perſon being of the Age of 
* fourteen Years or upwards, offending 
* in the Premiſſes, ſhall for ſuch 
© Offence, forfeit the Sum of five Shil- 
* lings. And that no Perfon or Per- 
" ſons whatſoever, ſhall publickly Cry, 
© Shew forth, or expoſe to Sale, any 
© Wares, Merchandizes, Fruit, Herbs, 
© Goods, or Chante!s whatſoever, upon 


© the Lord's Day, or any Part thereof, 


* (Milk only excepted) upon Pain that 
© every Perſon ſo offending, ſhall forfeir 
© the ſame Goods ſo cried,or ſnew d forth, 
© or expos d to Sale. And be ir further 
enacted, That no Drover, Horſe- 
* courſer, Waggoner, Butcher, Hig ler, 
© they or any of their Servants, ſhall 
© travel or come into his or their Inn 
or Lodging upon the Lord's Day, or 
© any Part thereof, upon Pain thar ezch 
© and every ſuch Offender, ſha}l forſeir 
*. twenty Sbillings for every ſuch Of- 
© fence. 29 Car. 2. 7. $78, pk Fae 
Ninthly, A. ſecond Means to revive 
Religion, is to frequent the Houſe of 
God; Prayer is that which brings us 
near to bim, and frequent fervent Pray-. 
ef makes bim become familiar to us; and 
Oh! that every Soul of Man was duly. 
ſenſible of the exceeding great Benefit 
hereof, our Church would then no 
longer bewail her Solitarineſs, while the 
Play Houſes, thoſe Synagogues and 
Theatres of Satan, are Crowded with 
Company; but-Beloved, let us flee theſe 
things and ever follow .that which is 
good ; let us love our God, and frequent- 
ly attend upon him in his Rouſe of 
Prayer, ſuffering no trifling or idle Ex- 
cuſe- to detain us from it; and while » 
we are there, let us bebave as in the Pre- 
fence of. God with all Reverence and 
Devotion, and not as the Manner of 
ſome js, who conſider not that they do 
Evi, while chey behave with eold In: 
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ner. Prebent me, O Lon D. Ihn 


that bewſorver then (alt 1 fs 
2 x". a 
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differency and luke-warm 2 — 
which is Abomination in the Sight of | 
God: Moreover, a due regard to eee 
nal Behaviour likewiſe is needful and 
that the Body may be in ſuch a Poſture 
as may ioſtly eonttibute to aſſiſt it i 
glorifying God wita all its Strengen; 1 
and hence fitting while the fame 
are Sung in Praiſe: to God, as like 
wiſe repeating the Prayer aloeud af: 
ter the Miniſter, as is the Cuſtom of 
ſome, muſt be avoided, as being con- 
trary to that Deceney and Order 'whick\ 
ought to be in the Church of God; nei- 
ther muſt private Devotion by an 
Means be neglected Morning and 
Evening, if we would keep a liv 
Senſe of God in the Soul; and ſor the 
ſake of the Younger and more illeterate 
Chriſtians, it may not perbaps be amiſs! 
to furniſh them here with a Prayer ready 
compos d for their Uſe, for Morn- 
ing and Evening Devotion, which in 4 
follows: 1 w. 5 {3 + £m v1, 


PE , : 


A Prayer ta be uſed Morning and 
- Evening. 1 * * : 
Holy, Bleſſed, and Gloviows' Te 


' nity, three Perſons in on O,? 5 
have Mercy. upon me, a miſeradle S π - 


beſeech thee, in all my Thoughts, Wotdyy' 
and Act int, with thy muſt Gracias 
Favour, and be. pleaſed Mercifully to 
further me in thy Ways, with th" . 
tinual Help; daily, improving m ib oi 
Knowledge and Practice ef all Thin 
that. may moſtly. tend to promote b 
Glory, the Good ef my Fellow Cv2aturer,” 
and my. own. eternal Happineſt. , Þþ 
O ! my GO b, yeneut me I been t 
in the Spirit of Gyacs, and vourhſefe'ts* 
devell in my Soul and Sancti me 50" 
thy. Service and Glory + Leaus me mir 
bumbly beſeech. Thee, Yo mine pwn” 
Ways, hut let: thy. Ward be a Lamp: an- 
to my Feet and Lipbt unto my Path ; \ 
and give. me. the Sit of Submiſſion” 
and Reſienation. to. thy Divine” Will," | 


* 
0 ( . 
_— " 
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ition of Life thy Providence. ſoall be 


. Pleaſed to allot me, 1 may be therewith 


coment.. 

And as than, O LORD GOD Al- 
mighty, knoweft the Secrets of the Heart, 
and art able to Guide and Govern it ac- 
cording to thy Good Pleaſure ; O | there-- 
fore be favourable unte me, I earnefily 
intreat thee, and remove far from me 


all Pride, Vain · Glory, Envy, Hatred, 


Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs ; and 
fo direct me by thy Holy Spirit, that in 
all my Thoughts, Words, and Actions, 
begun, continued, and ended in thee, 
1 may glorify thy Holy Name ; and fi- 
wally, by thy Mercy obtain everlaſting 
Life, tbr FESUS CHRIST, our 
LORD; in whoſe bleſſed Name and 
Words, I fill beſeech thee, to be merci- 


ful unte me, and to all thy Peoples; eſ- 
pecially do I bumbly pray for my Friends, 


Relations, Beneſactort and Well wiſbers, 
ſaying : Our F:ther, which art in 


Heaven; Hallowed be thy Name. Thy 


Kingdom come. Thy Will be done 
in Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us 


this Day our daily Bread. And forgive 


us our. Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us 
not into Temptation; but deliver us 
from Evil ; for thine. is the Kingdom, 


the Power, and the Glory, for ever and 


« Almighty GOD, Pather of all Mercies, 
J tbize Servant, do give thee. 
moſt bumble and bearty Thanks for all 


' thy Goodneſs and loving Kindneſs to me 
and to all Men: 1 bleſs thee for my 


Creation, Preſervation, and all the 
Bleſſings of this Life ; but above all, for. 
#hine ineflimable Love, in the Redemp 
tiow of the World, by our LORD 
FE SUS CHRIST, for the Means of 
Grace, and for the Hope of Glory ; and 
1 beſeech thee to give me that due Senſe 


„ all thy Mercies, that my Heart may 


be anſeignedly thankful; and that 1 
may few forth thy Praiſe, not only 


with my Dips, but mere eſpecially in a 


Ki 


* # Token of CauRigTIan Love: Or, 
me, or whatſoever Station or Con 


Life, by giving wp my ſelf to thy Ser: 
vice, and by walking before thee, in 
Holineſy and Righteouſneſs all my Day, 
tbro FESUS CHRISTour LORD; 
to em with thee and the Holy Ghoſt 
be all Honour, Glory, and Praiſe in 
Heaven and Earth : Aud wouchſafe, O 
Lord, to receive theſe my Supplications 
and Prayers, which at this Time I bave 
bumbly offengd unto thy Divine Majeſty ; 
and grant that among the manifold 
Changes and Chances of this mortal Life, 
my Heart may always ſurely there be fixt, 
where true Foys are only to be found ; 
Daily increa ſing in me thy Holy Spirit, 
more and more, until I come to thine 
everla ſling Kingdom : This I bumbly 
beg for the Sake of thy bleſſed Son, 
FESUS CHRIST our LORD; 
to whom with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all Honour and Glory, World without 
end. Amen. | 


This or ſome other Prayer is needful 
to be us'd duly Morning and Evening ; 
tho' as the Mind becomes acquainted 
with God, and his Holy Spirit begins 
to move in the Soul, it will find abun- 
dant Matter, of Addreſs to bim, with- 
out the Help of ſuch a Form, yea, it 


will delight co pour forth. it ſelf in Prayer 
to God, and with ſo much the greater 


Zeal and Feivency as it is moy'd b 
bis Holy Spirit: And moreover, as th 
Divine Precept is, that in every Thing 
ewe fbeuld give Thanks, ſo is this eſpe- 
cially needful before and after Meat; 
and for the Reaſon above-mention'd it 
may not be improper here to furniſh out 
alſo ſomething for this Purpoſe 53 the 
following therefore js recommended to 
be us'd before and after Meat. 


GRACE before Meat. 


OOD God, be merciſul unto us ; 

pardon and deliver us from all 

our Sins; and ſanct iſy thy Gifts to our 

Uſe, ond us to thy Service, through Fe- 
ſus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING after Meat: 


WE give thee bumble Thanks, O mer- 

 Ccifml Loyd, for this preſent Re- 
frepment, which by thy Bounty we bave 
receiv'd ; grant that as wwe continually 
depend upon thee, ſo wwe may be guided 
by thy Fear all our Days, through Feſus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


Which Duty of Thankſgiving is an 
indiſpenſable Obligation we owe to the 
Divine Being, by whom you live, move, 
and have Subſiſtence; unto whom there- 


fore you are indebted for whatſoever you of 


enjoy, and to be unthankful for his Be- 
nefics, is to be guilty of the odious Sin 


of Ingratitude, and to be worſe than the 


Bealis that periſh, for they love, and- 


ſerye thoſe that are mindful of them: of 


In every Thing, therefore, give Thanks, 
and pray without ceafing, 8 this is the 
Will of God, that you may become Par- 
takers of his Glory, and Heirs of eter- 
nal Life, (Epb, v. 20. 1 v. 17.) 


Moreover, in attending the Houſe of 


God, we ought to conſider what we are 
about, and go with u Heart prepar'd to 
meet the Lord, paying a due Reverence 
to his Sanctuary, according to the Com- 
mandment, (Lev. xix. 30.) wherein thoſe 
ſeem greatly to err who ſuffer their Dogs 
to attend them to the Houſe of God, 
not only ſometimes to the offending the 
modeſt Eye by their Behaviour, all Pla- 
ces being alike to them, bur alſo to the 
great © Offence of devout Souls, in 
deing interrupted in their Devotion thro? 
the Noiſe of theſe Animals ; ſurely, was' 
a Perſon going to attend 'a Prinee's 


Court, he would not ſuffer bis Dog to 


attend him, why then ſhould the Houſe 
of God have leſs Regard paid it than 
that of an Eartbly Prince ? this then, as 
it proceeds from the want of a due Senſe 
God upon the Mind, and a 
mos not to offend others, is juſtly 
leſerving Cenſure, as being that which 
ought not to be done: He that bath 
ders fo bear let him bear, 
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Tentbiy, A third Means to revive 
and improve Religion, is to give all 
Diligence to improve it in others, 38 
well as ourſelves, by earneſtly diſſuad- 
ing them from Vice, and perſwading 
them to the Love and Practice of Vice 
tue, which is the Duty of every one 
ſtrictly to obſerve, however it be ob- 
jected againſt by ſome, who ſay, Let 
every one look to bimſeif ; every Tub 
muſt fland its own Bottom ; which 
is the common Reply of the Vulgar Sort 
of People, ro thoſe that would admo- 
niſh them that which is expedient, and 
whereby they betray a Mind as deſtitute 
Grace, as it is of Good-manners and 
uſeſu] Knowledge; for to reply ro them 
in their own Way; who but an Idiot, 
knows not, that a Tub is neither capa- 
ble of ſetting upon its own Bottom, or 
continuing long ſo when plac d, 
without extranious Aſſiſtance ? I think 
therefore, that I may venture to af- 
firm, that he that regards himſelf only, 
performs but one Part of his Duty ; and 
that it is every one's Duty to care for 
bis Neigbbour as well as himſelf, may 
be prov d from more Arguments than [I 
am at Leiſure here to mention; yet thus 
much I would obſerve, that every 
Thing ought to be valued .as it is in 
itsſelf valuable and uſcful ; now is any 
one at a Loſs to know which is moſt va» 
luable, the Shell or the Kernel of a 
Nut; ſurely, common Reaſon and Ex- 

perience teaches all Mankind, that'the 
Shell is only preſerv d and ſaſely trea- 
ſur'd-up for the ſake of the Kernel it 
contains; deprive it of that, and it ig 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to 
be trodden under Foot, or caſt to the 
Dunghill: The Application is obvious; 
the Body is only the Shell of the Soul, 
the Soul is the Man, and without 
which the Body is of no Value; if 
therefore Men take ſo much Pains to 
keep the Body in good Health, bow - 
much more deſerving of Care is the 
Soul? Will a Man thank me for ha- 
ving a Regard to bis Body, the more 


. A Token of CHRISTIAN Ldve: Or, 


xather rejoice that I um careful for his 


Soul's Welfare, which is the more no- 
ble Part? If I fee my Neighbour's 
Beaſt in Diſtreſs, I will aſſiſt him what 
en, but if 1 ſee my Neighbour in 
fires at the ſame Time with his 
Beaſt, then I will rather aſſiſt my 
Neighbour, tho' the Beall periſh in the 
mean Time; the Reafon is, becauſe 
« Man is more noble than a Beaſt, and 
therefore I am to have molt Regard to 
bim, + when I can't aſſiſt both at once: 
If therefore the Man is more worthy my 
_ Care than his Beaſt, certainly his Soul 
is more worthy my Care then bis 
Body; and if ſo, than I ought to be 
principally concern'd for its Welfare, 
and not to ſuffer it to periſh, without 
contributing what I can to preſecye it; 
and what is my Duty ia this Reſpect, 
is alſo every Perſon's Duty, and he that 
genies the Truth of this, denies at the 
. ſame Time, that he has any Right to 
any Man's Aſlifiance, tho' in never ſo 
great Diſtreſs, which I believe he will 
not be willing to grant : Hence then I 


zafer, that It is every one's Duty to care- 


for his Neighbour's ſpiritual Welfare, 
As well as his temporal, tho' at the ſame 
Time I deny not, that the one is much 
wore difficult than the other, yea, it is 
.the-moſt difficult Thing in Nature, to 
apply ſach Remedies to the Soul, as may 
* ibe ſufficient to cure the Wounds Sin has 
implanted there; but when a Man hag 
+ contributed what he can towards it, he 
hes done his Duty, and no more is re- 
quit d of him: Moreover; as we are 
Members of Civil Society, we ought 
diligently to ſeck the Welfare of that 
Society, the Proſperity of which may 
well be compar d to the natural Body, 
being like that, in never ſo good a 
Condition, as when all its Members are 
well regulated, and kept in due Order; 


Apoltle argues, F one Member rejoice, 
all the Members rejoice with it ; but if 
one Member ſuffer, all the Members ſuf. 
for with it, (1 Cor. Xil. 26.) which is 
frequently ſeen in leſſer Societies, ſuch 
as Families, &cc. whoſe Welfare princi- 
pally depends upon the Head thereof, 
and what Good or Evil happens to him, 
it is diffuſed throughout the whole Socie- 
ty, and it becomes every one's Duty, 
as well as Intereſt, to contribute what 
they can towards his Recovery, when 
diſordet d: Moreover, Hoſpitality alſo 
requires that we ſhould be kind and 
benevolent towards all, both as we are 
the Workmanſhip of God, and thereia 
bound to care for one another, in Obe- 
dience to him our common Parent, who 
requires this of us, and alſo as we are 
depending Creatures, flanding in daily 
need of each others Aſſiſtance : But fur- 
ther, as the Body is liable to be mor- 


tally wounded by temporal Weapons, 


even ſo is the Soul by the ſpiritual Wea- 
pons of Sin; _ and as it is inhuman and 
criminal to ſuffer a Perſon to lay violent 
Hands upon himſelf withent offering to 
prevent him, even ſo is it no leſs every 
one's Duty, ſo far as it is in our Power, 
tg prevent the. eternal Deſtruction of 
our Fella Creatures, by the deftruQive 
Wouache af Sin; to which alſo we are 
commanded by the Law of God, which 
requires us, mot to ſuffer Sin 10 veſt uber 
our Brother unreprou d, (Lev. ix. 17.) 
To which alſo we are ſirongly oblig d 
by the Precept and Example of Chrili, 
whe has earneſily exhorted us, 10 love 


"owe another as be bath loved ws, and 


that the ſame Mind be in ws wpbich 
was alſo in bim, which we know con- 
liſted in a hearty Sorrow for Sin, and 
an earneſt Exhortation to Repentanct, 
that they might be ſav d; but as bis 
Concern was more for the Soul's Wel 


and-fo fir as any one deviates from this fare than the Body's (S. Lake x. 41, 92) 


Harmony, falling into any Misſortune, 


fo alſo ſhould ours; ſo che Apoitle allo 


uber ber ſpiritual or temporal, the Tran- +exhoits, that thoſe #hat Sin Pould b. 


ally the whole Society, fo far as 


. 4 33 . 0 . 
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reprov'd (t Tim. v. 20.) and again 


$ ypdn bim, is thereby ob- it is condemn'd us a ſinſul Act in chat 
and diſordet d; even as che Man, that Knows Þoto to do Good, — 
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doth it not, S. Fa mes iv. 17. And we 
know well, that no Soldier is worthy 
of his Prince's Favour, that is not true to 
bis Intereſt, in reſiſting the common E- 
nemy, and ſhewing himſelf zealous for 
his Honor, ſo often ag Opportunity of. 
fers; ſo neither can he be a faithful Sol- 
dier of Chriſt, or deſerve bis Fayour, who 
is not zealous for his Honour, ſtriving 
azainſt Satan the common Enemy of 
Mankind, who is daily roying about 
ſeeking whom he may deyour : Hence 
then, it appears both from the Law of 
God and Nature, that it is the Iadiſ- 
penſable Duty of eyery one, not to ſuf- 
ter Sin of any Kind whatſoever, to reſt 
upon his Fellow-Creature, without 
ſhewing a Concern for him, and endea- 
vour in the Spirit of Meekneſs, to ad- 
viſe bim of it, when convenient Oppor- 
tunity offers; who being friendly ad- 
moniſh'd with repeated Admonitions, 
if he ſtill perſiſt in his Sin till he die, 
he is taken away in his Iniquity, but his 
Blood will not be requir'd at thy Hands ; 
and truly the wiſe Hebrew's Obſervation 
of ſuch is, That they fall ſuddenly be 
deflroyed, and that without Remedy, 
Prov, xxix. 1. And how often do we 
ſee this verified, even in reſpect of 
temporal Death, by the many unhappy 
Wretches that turn Admonitors under 
the Gallows, to admoniſh, diſſuade, and 
warn others, againſt the Sins of Idle- 
nels, Debauchery, and Prophaneſs, which 
has brought them to their ſhameful and 
untimely End, But this great Duty of 
promoting Piety and Virtue in others, 
is more eſpecially requir d of every Maſ- 
ter of a Family towards thoſe of his 
own Houſhold, whoſe Servants have 
Souls to be ſay'd as well as they, and 
God requires from them alſo a Tiibute 
of Love and Obedience, for which, 
Time ſhould daily be allow'd them by 
their Supkriors, having Regard to the A- 
polile's Exbortation (Epb. vi. 9.) of 
Pewing themſelves bereby obedient to 
the Command of their Ma ſter which is 
in Heaven; hence «thereſgre they 


aui Would be careful not only to allow 
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their Servants time to provide for 5 


their immortal Happineſs, but be al- 
ways ready to aſſiſt them in ir, and 
that, not only by Precept but Authority 
alſo, commanding them to obſerve 
that which is needful for them, that 
ſo, the Ignorant and Illeterate may be 
brought to the Knowledge of God, and 


a due” Senſe of their Du'y to him; this 


is to ſhew a ſuitable Regard both to 


them and our Maſter's Honour, when 


to allow them only Food and Raiment, 
as is the Manner of ſome, is to place 
them upon a Level with the Beaſts 
that periſh ; and hence (if perhaps what 
is here advis d may be convey'd unto 
ſome of them whom it may concern) 
I can't but remark the unchriftian Beha- 
viour, of the Generality of Maſteis in ſo- 
reign Parts, towards their Negroes, or 


Slaves. who by a ſhameful and criminal 


Neglect, ſuffer them to live iu groſs Blind» 
neſs and Ignorance of all Things that are 
Good, neither ſearing God, nor regard- 
ing the Devil! huc making the Sabbath 
a Day of Labour for themſelves, and 
Their Maſters ſuffer them in it! nay, ſo far 
are they from giving them a Senſe of 
Religion, and permitting them to par- 
take of the Benefits thereof, that they 
will not ſuffer them to be baptiz'd l 
Such Maſters ſurely don't know what 


manner of Spirit they are of, neither do 3 


I know what to think of them, whe- 


ther their Condition be better than the 


Slaves they keep in Ignorance : It would 


be a Scandal to Chriſtianity to call them Y 
Chriſtians, however they would be eſ- 
teem d as ſuch, whoſe Behaviour is ſo di- 


realy oppoſite thereto, while they wil- 
fully deprive others from embracing the 


Chriſtian Faith: But this monſtrous _ 


Crime, is not chargeable upon all ; for 


ſome there are, who by the due Care of . 


their Superiors, have been brought to 
have noble Notions of Religion, and an 


awful Senſe of their Duty to God, ſeveral, - 
/ of whom have been known to me pad 


would to God, that the reſt alſo. with- 


- 


out Exception, would be perſuided to 


now 


follow ſo noble an Example, who 
D. = treat 
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26 
treat their Servant, even almoſt like the 
Beaſts that periſh, regarding them on- 
ly for their Labour's ſake : Oh! inhu- 
man Cruelty l which can't be ſuffictent- 
| ly exploded, nor can it be enough la- 
mented, that any bearing the Name of 
Chriſtianity, ſhould be found guilty of 
ſo high an Offence! How joyful a 
Thing ſhould ir be eſteem'd to be in- 
ſirumenral in ſaving Souls from Death, 
Which even the Son of God bit self 
thought not beneath his Dignity to en- 
gage in, and even to die for the ſame ! 
how pleaſant ſhould the Exeiciſe of 
inſtructing the Ignorant in the Fear 
of God be efieem'd by all, ſince fo 
great is the Encouragement thereto ? 
Heaven is offer d as an Inducement to 
it, and a Crown of immortal Glory, 'or 
a Recompence thereof: How is it then, 
that ſuch mighty Rewards, don't en- 
gage a Perſon to obtain them ? why do 
they keep their Fellow-Creatures in Ig- 
norance ? why do they deprive them 
of Chriſtian Knowledge? yea, why do 
they refirain them from Bꝛptiſm and 
embracing the Chriſlian Faith? eoby ? 
becauſe, ſay-they, they would then be 
Chriſtians; and think themſelves free 
from an Obligation of perpetual Ser- 
vitude : A ſtrange Reaſon indeed ! but 
who ever claim d it? or by wbat 
Right can it be clam d? are they not 
ſald for their Lives? and what ? does 
Chriſtianity free them from the Duty of 
Servitude Fl verily, no "otherwiſe 
than a Perſon hir d for One ar a grea- 
rer Number of Years, is exempted from 
Labour, becauſe he's a Chriſtian : The 
Apolile ſending back Oneſimus to his 
Maſier Philemon, makes no mention of 


bis being made Free, tho” now he wa; 


become a noble Convert to the Chriſtian 
Faith; but rather aſſures him, that from 
an unprofitable, he was now become a 


profitable Servant to him, and would 


continue ſo for ever. Chriſtianity there- 
them from an Obligati- 
on to Serybude, bur greatly lightens 
their Rurden, by a Prolpect of future 
Reward, and makes them more ſub. 


* 
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miſſive and obedient to theic Maſlen; 
it changes their (laviſh Dr: ad into a fl 
lial Love, and their Obedience is now 
not extorted thro' Fear as before, but 
engag'd by Love, and a Deſire of plea. 
ſing, as Chriſtianity requires; and the 
more ſo, as they in prove in the .Know- 
ledge of the Chriſtian Faith, for the belt 
Chriſtians are always the moſt fairh- 
ful Servants; and being Servants for 
Life, they patiently ſubmit to it, re- 
membring the Apoltle's Words, He that 
is called in the Lord, being a Servant, 
is the Lord i Freeman; therefore, an 
thou called, being: a Servant, care mt 
for it, but remain patiently in thy Cal. 
ing, looking for the bleſſed Hope and gl.. 
rious Appearing of. our Lord and &.. 
viour Fefus Chrift ; when the faithful 
Servant ſhall be made Free, and inherit 
eternal Life : Wherefore, O ye Maſter 
and Miftreſſes, conſider the great Inju- 
ry you do theſe poor Slaves in keeping 
them in Ignorance, and the Sin you art 
guilty of hereby; God wills not the 
Death of 4 Sinner, and Chriſt require 
we ſhould follow his Example, in ſeek- 
ing the Happineſs of all, and will you 
not obey ? They have no other Means d 
coming to the Knowledge of Chriſtiani- 
ty but thro' your Aſliltance, and will 
you not aſſiſt them ? how then are you 
Chriſtians? do you expect Mercy from 
God at the great Day of Judgment, 
when yon ſhew no Mercy to your Fel. 
low-Creatures ? will they not then riſk 
up in Judgment againſt you, and con- 
demn you? who made you to differ fron 
them ? or what have you, that you did 
not receive from God ? wherefore then do 
you rebel againſt his Commands, in re 
fuſing Mercy to your. Fellow-Creatures 
verily, I fear, your Condition is much worle 
than theirs, -whoſe Ignorance will plead 
Compaſſion for them before the Bar © 
Jukice, while you, beca «ſe yon would ſew 
no Mercy, ball bave Fudgment without 
Mercy : Conſider theſe Things, therefore, 
of which you are here friendly adyis'd, 
and be Friends to yourſelyes by ſhewing 
Mercy to your Fellow- Creatures; let 


vou 


your Slaves, or Blacks, every One of 
them, whecher boughe with your 
Money, or born in your Houſe, be 
careſully inſlructed in the Knowledge of 
Chriſtianity, and admitted into the Chriſ- 
tian Faith by Baptiſm, ſo ſhall you ap- 
prove yourſelves Chriſtians indeed, and 
God will be your Rewarder : But if you 
will ftill continue rebellious. agaioſt 
him, by. the Neglect of this great Duty, 
reme uber, y ou have here been earneſtly 
admaniſhd againſt the Conſequence 
thereot, which you will aſſuredly find 
true to your eternal Sorrow, when that 
dreadful Sentence ſh+1] be pronounc'd 
upon you, Go ye Curſed into everlafling 
Fire, prepared for the Devil and bis An- 
gels, where ball be Weeping and Gnaſp- 
ing of Teeth, 
Bleventbly, A fourth Means to guard 
againſt Vice, and revive Religion, is 
to be daily attending upon God by 
Prayer, and ever carefuily to avoid Idle- 
nels, Gaming, and Ill company, as the 
Root and Fountain of all Wickedneſs, 
and the Bane and Defiruion of the 
Soul; innumerable are the Calamities 


brought upon Mankind hereby ia this 


Life, but yer, infinitely greater are the 
Miſeries, it expoſes them to hereafrer : 
What is it, but Idleneſs, that inclines 
the unhappy Maiden to proſtitute her- 
ſelf to eve:y Comer? chuling rather to 
ſell herſelf ro work Evil, and be ex- 
pos'd to eternal Flames, to ſupport a 
wretched momentary Life in Idleneſs, 
than by honeſt Induſtry, to get her 
Rread by the Sweat of her Brow ! 
which doubtleſs is the true Cauſe why 
our Streets are ſo infeſted with ſuch 
great Numbers of theſe miſerable 


Wretches; than which, a more ſad and 


melancholly Sighr, I think, can ſcarce- 


ly be preſented to a Chriliian's View, 


which yet, might be remov'd by La- 
bour and Induſtry, for the truly in- 
duſtrious Hand ſhall never want the ne- 
ceſſary Conveniencies of Life, eſpecially, 
if the Love and*Fear of the Lord be alſo 
Pined with it, which crowns the Mind 
with Conteatment, how mean ſoever 
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the Condition may be; yea, it may of- 
ten be obſery'd, that by prudent Induſ- 
try a Perſon is rais'd from Poverty to 
Wealth, according to the Words 
wiſe Man, The diligent Hand, faith he, 
maketh Rich; the Slothful only ave 


cloathed with Rags, (Prov. x. 4. & xxiii. 


21.) Bur further; what elſe but Idle- 
neſs and Sloth is it, that inclines Men 


to Rob and Steal, Deſtaud and Cheat, 


yea, and ſell themſelves to the moſt ac- 
curſed Death of the Gallows, to main- 


tain a wretched Life in Idleneſs, rather 
than by honeſt Labour and Induſtry to 


get their Bread by the Sweat of their 
Rrows ?. what elſe alſo is it, but this 


Vice, that induces Men to ſtay whole 


Days at Gaming, and Alehouſes, ſpend- 


ing their precious Time and Subſlance, 
in a wicked profligate Way, while their 
Families at Home, at the ſame Time. 


are in want of the neceſſary Convenien- 
cies of Life, and in Conſequence there- 
of, are brought up in Poverty and Ig- 


norance, Vice and Prophaneneſs, being 
deſtitute of all Means to help themſelves 


either. in Spiritual or Temporal uſeful 
Knowledge? and what Men can we 


expect from ſuch ! ſurely, ſuch as their 
Education have been, ſuch will be their 
Strangers to 


Morais and Behaviour, 
God, and ready to work all Unclean- 
neſ; with Greedineſs : Laſtly, - what 
elſe but this great Vice of Idleneſs ig 
ir, that inclines ſo many of the Female- 
kind, who are as rich in Rags as they 


are poor in Purſe, daily to ſpend ſuch a 


conſiderabſe Part of their precious Time, 
over the Tea-Table, in idle Diſeourſe 
and unproficable Chat, or perhaps ſome- 


what worſe, while their Hands ſhould . 


be induliriouſly employ'd about the uſe- 


ful and neceſſary Conyeniencies of Life ? 
from this idle Habit ir is, that they fall 
into others, as Drinking, Goſlipiog, -. 
Backoiting, running in Debt, and the 
like; neither can we exp*& any better 
Behaviour. from the Children of ſuch . 
Parents, who from ſuch Examples learn 
not only to be Idle, but Tatlers alſo, 
which lays the Foundation for their fur, 

: | ture 


the 


ture Ruin, for in their grown Years, 
having been brought up in Idleneſs, and 
deſtitute of the Fear of God, rather 
then they'll work, they'll Lie, Steal, 
Defraud, and turn Proftitures, as a more 
eaſy Way of Living; and this, were 
it well examin'd into, 1 am perſuaded, 
would be found to be the principal 
Cauſe of ſo many falling into this 
wretched, and, of all others, the moſt 
. deplorable Life : Idleneſs and Want of 
Virtue, is the Beginning and Introduc- 
tion to it, for which their Parents can't 
be too ſeverely cenſur'd, in ſetting be- 
fore them fo ill an Example; and how 
exceeding difficult a Thing it is to re- 
claim them, when they have once fallen 
Into this miſerable State, is well known 
to thoſe who have taken much Pains this 
way, without any deſirable Succeſs ; 
the Pleaſures of Sin, the Hopes of Gain, 
and the Love of Indolence, are the Au- 
chors by whjch Satan firongly ſecures 
them to himſelf, and none but God is 
able to pluck them out of his Hands, 
and to him they will barely be perſwad- 
ed to go that they might have Life; 
the Caſe of which unhappy Mortals is 
the more melancholly, upon Account 
that they ſeldom or never are in the 
Way of lnſtruction, whereby they might 
. poſſibly be brought to a Senſe of their 
. own wretched and miſerable State, and 
be awaken'd to a ſpeedy Reformation, 
but being as it were entirely ſhut up as 
in a Priſon- Houſe, from the Means of 
Grace and ſpiritual Advice, are daily 
employ'd in the Devil's Drudgery, go- 
ing down to the Chambers of Hell ; 
alas for them ! what can be done to 
fave them from Deſlruction? their Con- 


dition is truly moſt deplorable and 


wretched ; if they will not be perfwad- 
ed immediately to turn from their evil 
Way, break thro' their former Indo- 
Jence as from the Chains of Death, a 

ply themſelyes ſpeedily to honeſt Induſ- 
oy make haſte ro Chriſt for Mercy and 


with the uttermoſt Contrition ; then, 
verily, nothing can fave them from 


tdon, abhor themſelves and repent 


28 A Token of CurisTiIan Love: Or, 


eternal Ruin, but Hell muſt ſhortly be 
their Portion ; alas for them, that ever 
they were born + But now what ſhall 
be ſaid of thoſe Hell-hounds, thoſe vileſt 
of the Creation, thoſe profeſs'd Inſtru- 
ments of Satan, who induſtriouſly hunt 
after Souls to defiroy them, I mean thoſe 
who are commonly known by the Name 
of Bat, for whom no Puniſhment ſeems 
ſcarcely to be ſufficiently ſevere ; theſe, 
are the Corrupters of Mankind, theſe, 
the Deſtioyers of our Youth, be, as 
the Prophet expreſſes it, ſell the Righ- 
teous for Silver, and the Poor for 4 


Pair of Shoes ; that ſloy the Souls that 


ould not die, and ſave the Souls alive 
that ould not live; that flrengthen 
the Hands of the Wicked, that be ould 
not return from bis wicked Way, by 
promifing Life, and that all Things 
ſhall be well: But let not thine Heart 
incline to, ber Ways, go not aſtray in ber 
Path; ; for fbe bath caft down many 
wonnded, yea, many firong Men bave 
been ſlain by ber; ber Howſe is the 
Path to Hell, going down to the Cham- 
bers of Death, (Amos ii. 6. Exe. xiii, 
19, 22. Prov. v. 25, 26, 27.) And 
yet theſe Monſters in Nature will bold- 
ly declare, that they alſo hope to be 
ſav'd ! but by what Means? why truly, 
thro* the Mercy of God: Surely, the 
Devil himſelf can't but laugh at ſuch 
ſirange preſuming Hope I to adviſe theſe 
to a Reformation, and recommend Re- 
pentance and Faith in Chriſt to them, 
would be of no other Effect than if it 
was advisd to Satan himſelf; and 
therefore, I will not idle away Time, 
by offering any Thing to them upon 
this Head ; but this I heartily wiſh, 
that the Laws of the Land were ſuffici- 
ently ſevere againſt them, even ſo, as 


King Sau! was agaipſi the Witches of 


his Time, whereby they might be entire- 
ly rooted out of the Land: Of theſe 
Things therefore being fairbfully admo- 
niſh'd, be entreated to make ſo prudent 
a Uſe of it, as carefully to avoid them; 
and if you have been guilty of any of 
them heretolore, yet now be * 
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abhor them, that ſo Iniquity may not 
be your Ruin; ler the wicked Examples 
of others be a Warning to you, to a- 
void the dreaoſul Sentence of eternal 
Condemnation ; and be well affur'd, 
that let your Profeſſion to Chriſtianity 
be what it will, yet your Hope is vain, 
your Faith is alſo vain, any further then 
as you are thereby induc'd to copy after 
the Example of the great Author there- 
of, in Works of Love, R:ghteouſneſs, 
and Truth ; follow not, therefore, a 
Multitude to do Evil, conſider, it will 
be no Alleviation of thy Torment, 
when in the State of the Damn'd, to 
have many thy Companions there, who 
were once thy Afociates in Sin here. 
Teelfthly, A fifth Means of improv- 
ing Religion, is to have a due Senſe of 
ourſelves, and to love God above all 


Things; be perſwaded therefore to love 


him as the Summum Bonum, the Source 
and Fountain of all Happineſs, and 
endeavour with all thy Might to 
make him thy Friend, under whoſe Pro- 
tection thou ſhalt always be ſecure ; 
and however thou mayeſt be threatned 
with the Proſpe& of Affliction and Dii- 
treſs on every Side, yer, ſtill truſt in 
God, and comfort thyſelf with this in- 
fallible Truth, That all Things work 
together for Good, to them that fear 


God and keep bis Commandments; there- 


fore, tho Affliction may endure for a 
Night, yet Joy cometh in the Morning: 
The Patriarch Jacob, from the hard 
Treatment his Sons met with in the 
Land of Egypt, and the Trouble he 
then apprehended was coming upon him, 
cry d out, All theſe Things are againſt 
me, while at the ſame Time all Things 


were making for him by the Divine Di- 


tection of the great God in whom he 
truſted, whereby he and bis Houſhold 
were preſery'd from Deſtruction, which 
alſo-is the Caſe of every faithful Believer : 
Oh therefore, be perſwaded to love 
God above all Things, and thou ſhalt 
de in Peace ; Life is ſhart, and what 
0 Afflictions attend it to the Grave, 


then, 


fore the exceeding great Advanta 


an Eternity of Joy im- 
mediately ſucceeds : Conſider there- 
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ed-herceforth for ever to forſake and yer 


of having God for thy Friend, ſince” 
to be in League with Heaven, and 


in Communion with the Moſt High, . 
trends infinitely more to a Perſon's Fre- 
ferinent, than the ſincereſt Friendſhip 
of the greateſt Monarch upon Earth can 
do; if therefore Men take ſo much 
Pains to obtain the Love and Favour 
of the One, and think themſelyes happy 
in being a Favourite in a Prince's Court, 
how much more ſhould they labour to 
obtain the Love and Favour of their 
God, and to become a Favourite in the 


Court of Heaven, in Reſpe& to which 


neither a Man's Poyerty or Wealth is of 


any Regard, in making him more or 


leſs the Favourite of the Almighty, of 
eſteem'd in the celeſtial Choir, but as 


his Love and Reverence is towards him 


here: Seeſt thou a Man richly abound- 


ing in alt Treaſure, wanting Nothing 
to make him 


World can 


all Things? does he know Jeſus Chriſt, 


and him Cruciſy d? if not, he wants the 
principal Thing to make him happy, and 
without which he is poor and miſerable, 
loſt and undone for ever; he looks 


upon Death as his bittereſt Enemy, and 


thinks upon Erernity with the utmoſt 
Horror: On the other hand, ſeeſt thou 
a Man mean and deſpicable, void of all 
worldly Pomp, Grandeur and Eſteem; yea, 
tho' he be as poor as Lazarss ( Luke xvi. 
21.) and can emphatically ſay with the 
Apoſtle Peter (As iii. 6.) Silver and Gold - 
bave I none; yet, if with him, he has the 
ever · bleſſed Cruciſy d Jeſus dwelling in 
him, he is the great, the truly happy Man; 
and can boldly declare with the Pro- 
phet, that tho' the Pig-tree ould not 
bloſſom, nor Fruit be in the Vine; tho" 
the Labour of the Olive fbould fail, 
and the Field ſhould yield no Meat, yea, 
tho" the Flock ſhould. be cut off from the 
Fold, and there ſhould be no Herd in the 
Stalls ; yet will I rejoice in the Lord} 

1 will 


reat and happy that this 
ord, Query, does he ſee 
himſelf a Sinner? does he love God above 


” 1 
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| what an infinite Number of Evils doe; 
this one Evil often bring upon Man- 


1 will joy in the Ged of my Salvation, 
Hab iii. 17, 18. He elleems Death as 
the Beginning of Life, and the Thought 


of Eternity always :ffords a Proſpect oſ 


Joy, great beyond Compariſon, and as 
laſi:ng as bis Soul: But how great a 
Stranger to this, are thoſe People, with 
whom, alas, there is nothing more com- 
mon than to hear wiſhing for an Increaſe 
of Riches,' as tho' they thought that 


in them alone conſiſted all Happineſs ; 


but, alas! chere is no true Happineſs in 
any thing but God; Riches are indeed 
uſeſul when attended with the Grace of 
God, inaſmuch as they enable a Perſon 
oY become uſeful to Mankind, but 
i they are not attended with the Divine 
Grace, they then help forward the 
Work of Satan, and diſpaſe a Perſon to 
become much more a Child of Hell than 
beſore; beware therefore of giving your 
Mind to Wealyf, any farther than as 


b Yen nes we Glory of God thereby; 
and © 


ear Not to be poor, for you have 
much Treaſure it you fear the Lord; 
however, though Riches, by Divine 


Favour, ſhould increaſe, yet beware 


of ſeiting your Heart upon them, 
but the greater thou art, the more 
le thyſelf, ſeeking the Honour 


of God, and the Good of Mankind; 


be well aſſar d, that there is nothing 


more dangerous to the Soul, than the 


immoderate Love of Money; it is the 
Root of all Evil, which while ſome 
have covered after, bave fallen into 


their own Deſliuction: Conſider, it is 


no Crime to be poor, p ovided it is not 


occa ſion d by a criminal Behaviour; 


neither is it any Virtue to be rich, which 
refl-At; Honour upon their Owners no 
ether than as they are employ'd to the 
lory of God, and the Good of Man- 
kind; on the contrary Wealth to an 
unregenerate Mind ; a Mind, 1 mean, 


not well feaſon'd with Divine Glace, 


what range Effr@s does it produce 


it makes it become ſcornſul to Inferior, 
unmindſul and ill behay'd towards ſor- 


mer Acquaintance ; aſſuming among 


Equals, and envious among Superiors ; 


* 
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kind! ſo that it may be truly 1aid, that 
Poverty hath flain its Thouſands, but 
Riches its Ten Thouſands: But more 
eſpecially ſad and dreadful are their Ef- 
fects, when they tend ro create Strife 
and Debate berween Husband and 
Wife, Parents and Children, Brothers 
and Sifliers, Friends and Relations, as 
is too often the Caſe to worldly Minds, 
thereby either deſtroying or weakening 
that Love to each other, which ought 
to be elieem'd Sacred, and of greater 
Value than the Treaſute of the whole 
World; doubtleſs therefore its the Part 
of a prudent Perſon to delire evermore 
to be kept from them, any farther then 
as God vouchſafey a Heart to employ 
them to his Glory, arid the Publick 
Good: Learn thereſore to love God 
above all Things, and reſt thee con- 
rented with what his Providence allots 
. thee, | 
Laſtiy, As we live in a World full of 
Sin and Deluſion, inhab:ted by Devils 
and damn'd Spirits, tho' our Eyes are 
ſo holden that we cannot ſee them, 
whoſe unwearied Labour and Diligence 
is to make us ag miſerable as themſelves, 
it very greatly behoves us to be always 
upon our Guard againſt them, and care- 
fully to ſhun all their alluring Bates 
that they have laid to enſnare us; and 
hence, be perſwaded, O courteous Rea- 
der, yea, I beſecch you, as you value 
the Love of God, and the immortal 
Comfort of your Soul, be perſwaded 
carefully ro ſhun thole Nurſeries of all 
Impiety and Prophaneſs, the Thea- 
tres and Synagogues of Satan, I mean, 
the Play Houſes, Maſquerades, &. and 
be no Jeſs careſul to avoid Idleneis, Ga- 
ming, and Il]-company, as the Root and 
Fountain of all Wickedneſs, and the 
Bane and Deſtruction of the Soul; let 
the wicked Examples of others be 2 
Warning to you, to avoid the dread'vl 
Sentence of eternal Condemnation, and 


- 


be well aſſur d, that let your Profeſſion 


ope 


1 to Cariſtiaouy be what it will, yet . 


2 r ... 


Hape is vain, your Faith is alſo vain, 
any further than as you are thereby in- 
due d to copy af:er tne Example of our 
Saviour Chriſt the great Author thereof, 
in Works of Love, Righteouſneſs and 
Truth : Be advis'd therefore again and 
again, not to follow a Multi:ude to do 
Evil; and well conſider, that it will be 
no Alleviation of thy Torments, when in 
the Srate of the Damn'd, to have many 
thy Companions there, who were once 
thy Aſſociates in Sin here: Wherefore, 
would you live as becometh a faithful Ser- 
vant of God, putting away Wrath, Malice, 
Envy, and every evil Work, let the Sa- 
cred Scripture be your frequerit Medita- 
tion, as that which will moſtly contri- 
bute both to your preſent and future 
Happineſs, by carefully correſponding 
thereto in your Behaviour; ir is the 
Fountain of Comfort, a Treaſure im- 
menſe, and invaluable; let no Day paſs 
therefore, without employjng ſome Part 
of your Time therein, for by this your 
Soul will be enfightged in the Ways of 
God, which in its natural State is a 
Chaos of Confuſion, full of Sin and hor- 
rible Darkneſs, till God moves upon the 
Face thereof by bis Holy Spirit, and by 
hi? Word of Life draws it to himſelf; 
conſider well, the exceeding Love of 
God towards thee, in giving thee 
fuch a Divine Lizht to ſhew thee 
the Way to eternal Life : A Traveller 
benighted and loſt in his Way in a dan- 
goon Journey, is exceeding glad to 
nd a faithful Guide to direct him in 
his Way, and preſerve him from Ruin; 
and this is the true Caſe of the Soul, 
while it is in this World it is upon its 
Journey to Eternity; wherein it is be- 
nighred with the horrible Darkneſs of 
Sin, and no way able by its own Power 
to it ſelf from falling into eter- 
nal Deſtruction; God's Word is the 
faithful Guide to direct ic in the Way 
that it ſhould go, whereby to avoid 
Miſery, and obtain the, Light of 
eternal Life : See then the mighty Ob- 
ligation” you have, greatly to love and 
Idore the good God who has been thus 
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mercifully gracious to thee, in affording 
thee ſuch Help in Time of Need, take 
heed therefore that you diſpiſe not the 
Riches of hi, Goodneſs in neglecting to 
be led by this Divine Guide, and ſo thro” 
thy own Obliinacy and Diſobedience 
fall into Deſtruction; but ſtudy the Sa- 
cred Scriptures daily, with earneſt Pray- 
er that God would enlighten your Un- 
derſianding. therein, and lead you into 
all Truth; go to Jeſus wi.o is the Way, 
the Truth, and tbe Life, humble thy ſelf be- 
fore him, ak what thou wilt by Faith ia 
him, and thou ſhalt obtain it: And in 
the daily peruſiug the Sacred Scriptures, 
thoſe who obſerve . herein the Order of 
the eltabliſh'd Calendar will follow a 
ood Rule ; and if in reading, every 
*erſon would keep to one Book, and 
mark thoſe Verſes which apyear'#tothem - 
moſt obſervable, they would by this 
Means find a uſeſul Improvement  there- 
by, not only by being able to have 'a 
ſpeedy Recourſe to thoſe Verſes at Plea- 
ſure for farther Conſideration of them, 
but alſo they wculd be much bet- 
ter able to judge of the Improvement 
they make in the S>cred Scripture, wherein 
as the Mind is enlighcen'd, great Pearls. 


' and Jewels will be found in thoſe Pla- 


ces, where before they could fee none, 
and which the carnal Mind can never 
ſee : Bur room will not here ſuffer me / 
further to enlarge upon the TavaJuable- 
neſs of this Divine Treaſure, one fingle 
Verſe of which is able to afford more Joy 
and Comfort to a dying Penirent, than 
the Wiffom, Wealth, and Learning of 
the whole World, If any Man fin, we 
bade an Advocate with the Father, - 
ſus Chrift the Righteous, and be is the 
Propitiation for our Sins, 1ft 8. John fi, 
I, 2. This he lays hold on by Paifti, fees 
himſelf a Sinner. and with Joy looks for 
Redemption thro' Jeſus Chriſt ; Whersy #4 
fore, Beloved, fiudy, I beſcech you, the $g.? - 
ered Scripture carefully and frequently; 
and the great Advantage ariſing therefrom 
will ercourage you to perſevere. I- 
nally, Brethren let us endeavour to 
have & contiquat Correſpondence ang 


8. 


* 


Fellowſhip with God ; let us be per- 
ſwaded that the moſt profitable and de- 
”  firable State in this Life, is that of Chri/- 
tian Perfection; which conſiſis 1 f, In the 
Union of the Soul with God; a Union 
this which includes in it all Spiritual 
Good: Ry, So great a Familiarity with 
God, that no two Friends upon Earth 
converſe oftner together, nor with grea- 
ter Endearment, Freedom, Eaſe, and 
Openneſs of Heart: zdly, In fo noble 
a Liberty of Spirit, as raiſes vs above 
all the Events and Changes in Life, and 
frees us from the Tyranny of hu- 
man Reſpe&: qthly, In an extraorci- 
nary Power ſor the well performiog all our 
Actions, and wiſely acquitting ourſelves 
in our ſeveral Employments, ſo as to fi- 
niſh all our Undertakings with a truly 
= Chriſtian Prudence: $thly, In a Peace 
ndnd perſedt Tranquility in all Conditions, 
” __Whereby finally we become victorious o- 
ver Self. love, and all our Paſſions: This 


den is the happy State unto which we 


„ure called; we, whom God hath re- 
_ Jdeem'd by the Blood of Jeſus, and ſepa- 
rated from the Corruptions of the World ; 
af we do not partake of theſe heavenly 
Bleſſings, it is our own Fault, ſince the 
Spirit of God diſpoſes and excites us con- 
Tinually to aſpire after them; but, alas! 
we too oſten reſiſt him, either by open 
Repugnance, ſecret Refuſal, or for 
want of ſufficient Reſolution and Cou- 
enge to: ſuffer Reproach for his ſake, or 
. . by letting ourſelves be willingly de- 
ceiv'd by the Pretences and Artifices of 
Self lebe, which begets in us Abundance 

of mean Indulgences and wrong Ma- 
ements : O let us be careful no more 

to be ſeduc'd hereby, but as the great 

- Apoſtle adviſes, let us henceforth walk 
* CircumſpeRly, not as Fools but as Wiſe, 
| _ vedeeming the Time becauſe the Days are 
|. Evil, pb. v. 15, 16. Be intreated 
therefore, I beſeech you, for your 
own Soul's ſake, not to be unmind- 
ful of what is here moſt bumbly 
and earnefily recommended to your 


Peruſal, and moſt ſerious Conſideration ; 
- . remember the Time of your continuing 
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on your preſent Conduct, live theretore 


- hor the vile. Sins here advis'd againſt; 


* 


Love: Or, 


here is but vey ſhort, and that your 
future Happinels or Miſery de pend, op- 


ſo to Day as ho“ you weie to die to 
Morrow, being always prepated for 
your great Change; endeayouring daily 
to improve ia Piety, as you increaſe in 
Years, and ſo always to live and be- 
have yourſelf that you may at no 
Time have occalion to repeat that 
you once did live; ſeek therefore 
to be virtuous rather than great, and 
uſeful rather than wealthy; ſo ſhall you 
find, by happy Experience, that to keep 
Innocency, and to take beed to do the 
Thing that 11 right, is that only wphich 
brings Peace and Happineſs at the laſt. 
I know it is much eaſier to adviſe, than 
to be adviy'd ; but of this alſo am I cer- 
rainy that it is infinitely eaſier to obey 
and be happy, how difficult ſoever it ma 
ſeem to be, than to ſuffer the Puniſhmen 
of Diſobedience, which is eternal Miſe- 
ry: May the good God grant you ſo 
ta conſider theſe Things, as that you 
may give all Dilligence to make your 
Calling and Election ſure. Conſider it 
well, I pray, while the Day of 
Grace remains; for behold, Death is at 
Hand, and there is but a Step between 
you and judgment; Heaven and Hell Nee 
are now before ye, and one of them muſt 
ſhortly be your Portion; O therefore Jet 
the awakening Words of Death, Judg- 
ment, and Eternity ſgredily to come, 
fink deep into your Mind, and be en-W 
treated for the future, all ye whonfſ® 
it concerns, to refrain from, and ab- 


for wby will ye die in your Sins 
Yea rather, why will ye not ſpeedi 
ly _ and live for ever? Live 
therefore, O live, I pray! but live tc 
Day leaſt to Morrow be a Day too late FF" 
ſo-ſhall you eſcape in the dreadful Day 
of Judgment, the Wrath and Indigna 
tion of your great Creator, who. in bi 
Anger is a conſuming Fire, Heb. xii 
28, 29. O Lord God Almighty, be ever 
moreevith us, I pray thee, and fill « 
with thy Grace and beavenly Benedit: 
on 


n; ſtamp upon our Souls, the Image of 
thy own Likeneſ1, renech us 482 in unto 

the Liſe of Righteouſneſs by the Merits 

of thy dear Son, and grant that we may 

all ſo give up our ſelves unto thy Service 

and Glory, that thy Will may be our 

Will, and to perform thy Commandments 

or chiefeft Delight and Pleaſure ; that 

ſo paſſing the Time of our ſjourning here 

in thy Faith and Fear, we may at la 
be receiv'd from this our Baniſpment, 
into the E ing dom of thy bleſſed Son our 
Lord and Saviour; even fo, Lord Feſus | 
cuchſaſe to ſay, Amen, 


Merciful God, I a wretched Sin- 
ner, acknowledge myſelf bound to 
keep thy boly Commandments, but yet 
mabſe to perform tbem, and to be ac- 
cepted for Fuſt, without the Righteouf- 
veſs of Feſus Chrift thy only Son, who 
bath perfectly fulfilled thy Law, 10 
uftify all Men that believe and truft in 
lim: Therefore grant me Grace, I be- 
ſech thee, to be occupied in doing of 
god Works, <pbich thou commandeff in 
Boly Scripture, all the Days of my Life, 
to. thy Glory; and yet to truſt only in thy 
Mercy, and in Chriſt's Merits to be 
purged from my Sins, and not in my 
rod Works, be they never ſo many: 
Give me Grace to love Holy Word 
fervently, to ſearch the Scriptures dili- 
rently, to read them bumbly, to under 
and them truly, to live after them ef. 
ſeftually : Order my Life, O Lord, that 
it may be alway acceptable unto thee : 
ive me Grace not to vejoice in any 
g that diſpleaſeth thee, but ever- 
more to delight in thoſe Things that 
eaſe thee, be they never ſo contrary to 
y Deſires : Teach me ſo to pray, that 
Petitions may be graciouſly beard of 
bee: Keep me wright among the Diver. 
ties of Opinions and Fudgments in the 
orld, that I never ſwerve from thy Truth 
u bt in the Holy Scripture : In Proſberi- 
„O Lord, ſave me that I wax not 
4; in Adverſity belg me, that I nei- 


deſpair nor Haſpheme thy holy 
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Name, but _ it patiently to give 
thee Thanks, and truft to be delivned 
after thy Pleaſure ; when I happen to 
fall into Sin thro' Frailty, I beſeech thee 
to work true Repentance in my Heart, 
that I may be ſorry without Deſperation, 
truſt in thy Mercy evithout Preſumption, 
that I may amend my Life, and become 
truly religious without Hypocriſy, lowly 


ft in Heart without feigning, faithſul and 


trufly without, Deceit, merry without 
Lightneſs, ſad without Miſtruſt, ſobev 
<vithout Slothfulneſs, content with mine 
own without Covetouſueſs, to tell my 
Neighbour bis Faults charit ably without 
Diſimulation, to in ſtrutt my Houſpol 
in thy Laws truly, to obey the King an 
all Governours under bim unfeignedly, 
to receive all Laws and common Ordi- 
nancet (which diſagree not from thy Ho- 
ly Word) obedientiy, to pay every Man 
that wpbich I owe unto bim truly, to 
backbite no Man, nor ſlander my Neigh- 
bour ſecretly, and to abbor all Tice, lo- _ 
wing all Goodneſs earnefily: O Lord, 
grant me” thus 10 do, for the Glory of 
tby boly Name. Thou, merciful Lord, 
waſt Born for my ſake, thou didft ſuffer 
both Hunger and Thirſt for my ſake, thow 
didfl Preach and Teach, thou didfl Pray 
and Faft for my ſake, thou didft all good 
Works and Deeds for my ſake, thou ſuf- 
feredft moſt grievous Pains and Tur mentis 
for my ſake; and finally, tb ga- 
veſt thy moſt precious Body to die; 

thy Blood to be ed on the Croſs for my 
ſake. Now moſt merciful Saviour, let 
all theſe Things profit me, which thow 
ba ſt freely given me, that baſt gigen 
thy ſelf for me. Let thy Blood cleanſe 
and waſh away the Spots and Foulneſs' 


of my Sins. Let thy Rigbteouſueſs bide | 


and cover mine Unrighteowſneſs. Les 
the Merits of thy Paſſion and Rood, be 
the Satis ſact ion for my Sins, Give me, 
Lord, thy Grace, that my Faith and Sal- 
vation in thy Blood waver not in me, bak 


be ever firm and conflant, that the boye of 


#by Mercy, and Life dwerla fling never decay 
is me, tbar Charity wax mot cold in ms. 
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Uſe of the ſame. 
Iſa. xii, 3. & xlix. 10. ERE is the Spring where Waters flow, 
Rev. ii. 6. & xxii. 17. To quench our Heat of Sin: 
Ferem, xxxiii. 15. Here is the Tree where Truth doth grow, 
Pſal. cxix. 160. To lead our Lives therein : 
Rev. ii. 7. & xxii. 3. Here is the Judge that ſtints the Strife, 
Pſal. cxix. 142, 144 When Mens Devices fail : 
| Here is the Bread that feeds the Life, 
Fobn vi. 35. That Death cannot aſſail. 
Luke ii. 10. The Tydings of Salvation dear, 


Pfal. xeiv. 12, 1. Yea. double happy ſhalt thou be, 
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Finally, that the Weakneſs of my FleÞ, Faith and Fear until the Day of 


be wot overcome with Death, but Death, and from thence be ſafely cox. 
that I may continyally perſevere in thy wey'd to thy etirnal Ref, 


* 


. 


Of the incomparable Treaſure of the Holy Scriptures ; with a Prayer for the true 


Comes to our Ears from hence: 
The Fortreſs of our Faith is here, 


Epbeſ. vi. 16. And Shield of our Defence. 
Then be not like the Hog that hath 
Matth. vii. 6. A Pear} at his Deſire, 
| And takes more Pleaſure in the Trough, 
2 Peter ii. 22. And wallowing ia the Mire. 
i Read not this Book in any Caſe, 
Matih. vi. 22. But with a ſingle Eye: 


Pſal. cxix. 27, 73. Read not, but ficſt deſire God's Grace, 
To underfiand thereby. | 

Pray Cill in Faith with this reſpe&, 
To ſructiſy therein, 

That Knowledge may bring this Effect, 
To mortify. thy Sin. 

Then bappy thou in all. thy Life, 

Pſal. i. 1 2+ What fo to thee befals; 


Prov. xiv. 32. | When God by Death thee calls, 


.Eracions. God, and moſt, merciful new us according to thine om Image; to 
»Batber, Which haſt youcbſafed us. build us up, and: edify us into the pov: 
the. ich and precions. Fexel of thy Holy fe Building of thy Chrift, ſan@ifying 
Word, afift us wwith thy Spirit, that it and increafing in us all Heavenly Vir, 
may be written in our Hearts, to our e- tue. Grant this, O Heavenly Father, 
werlaſting Comfort, to reform ui, to rc for Feſus Chrifts Sale. Amen. 


